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The flock from Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church on Pacific Street is homeless. 

Holy war 

Flock forced from 
unfriendly confines 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Mother of God! A splintering fight for con- 
trol of a Lutheran church in Boerum Hill has 
left the dwindling congregation homeless. 

Members of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
and the Metropolitan New York Synod, which 
oversees local congregations, have been tus- 
sling for control of the Pacific Street church 
for several years, but last week, the fight be- 
came public when some congregants rallied 
outside of the Lutheran organization’s Man- 
hattan headquarters, claiming that the synod 
had seized their place of worship. 

“They’ve been shut out of their own church 
without any recourse,” fumed the Rev. Norman 
David, a visiting, and renegade, pastor from 
Massachusetts who organized last Tuesday’s 
protest to regain control of the 1874 church. 
“The Synod thinks they can lord it over you 
and seize your property.” 

The fight is complicated because not only is 
it being waged in civil court, but the two sides 
are contesting each other by the arcane rules of 
this branch of the Lutheran Church. Some of 
Bethlehem’s most-vocal critics want to dissolve 
their connection with the Synod — andneedtwo 
votes by a two-thirds majority to do so. 

One secession vote has already happened and 
a second is scheduled for May, David said. 

The Synod claims that the whole congre- 
gation does not want to secede, but merely 
that some rogue members do. The Synod 
also does not recognize the outcome of the 
first alleged vote, nor the appeals from Da- 
vid and Muriel Tillinghast, the president of 
the Boerum Hill church’s congregation. (If 
See FLOCK on page 13 


KISSED OFF! 


Jacques Torres: I'll fight Big Cocoa 



TALE OF THE TAPE 

The Willy Wonka of Water Street, Jacques * 
Torres, is under fire from Big Cocoa. ““ 

Here's how Torres's "Champagne Kiss" j*’ 
compares to Hershey's famous version, 

Champagne Kiss 


Champagne 

ingredient 

Polyglycerol polyrici- 
noleate, an emulsifier 

This "perfectly 
balanced" treat "is 
worth every 
penny" of its 
$1 .50 pricetag. 

comments 

A "cloyingly sweet" 
bit of "over-pro- 
cessed" sugar that 
"gives the word 'kiss' 
a bad name." 


DUMBO stores on Wednesday. 

The chocolatier told The Brook- 
lyn Paper that even if he is forced to 
change the name of his candy or stop 
producing it, the ruling wouldn’t be 
a kiss of death for his shop. 

But it would be a kick in the teeth 
to lovers of chocolate — and free- 
dom — everywhere. 

“It’s not a question of econom- 
ics - it’s a question of principle,” 
said Torres. 

Hershey’s declined to comment 
on the case and would not release 
the “cease and desist” letter that the 
Pennsylvania-based confections com- 
pany sent to Tories last month, a de- 
velopment first reported by our sis- 
ter publication, the New York Post. 

The letter, which Torres provided 
to The Brooklyn Paper, claimed that 
Torres’s “kiss” could “cause con- 
sumer confusion.” 

So far, consumers are backing 
Torres, with more 400 sweet-tooths 
signing the online petition, and hun- 
dreds of shoppers showing their sup- 
port at ballot boxes set up at both 

“I’m behind Jacques,” said 
DUMBO shopper Sonia Sheri. 
“This is America. What’s next? Is 
the word ‘kiss’ going to be off lim- 
its for everyone now?” 

The balloting was running about 
100 to 1, but two shoppers at the 
Water Street store suggested that 
Torres give up the fight to save the 
“Champagne Kiss.” 

“How about ‘smooch,’ ” one of 
the no-votes read. 

If Torres loses to the cocoa con- 
glomerate, who knows what’s next? 
Perhaps his dark chocolate “Love 
Potion #9” treat will face similar 
litigation from the R&B group the 
Clovers, which recorded a song of 
the same name in 1959. 

To sign the online petition, 
visit www.savejacqueskiss.com. 



Feeling swine f 


Yes, the entire world seems to be freaking out about swine flu, but 
closer to home, our photographer caught some hunky men making 
the best of the situation. (Above) Alex Wenderoff shows how to 
stay healthy and fashionable with a thinning red-striped shirt and 
surgical mask, while Brian Cowan (below left) sported an athletic-fit 
T-shirt and a Michael Jackson-esque glove that dares a virus to get 
near him. Josh Lubin Levy (below right) went with plaid. 




COME ON, FEEL THE NOISE: Juan Mendez of 76th Street in Bay 
Ridge says the MTA's new "clean" buses are louder than the old ones. 


Bad vibrations in Bay Ridge 

Residents: Bus is so loud, it sets off car alarms 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The wheels on Bay Ridge’s B4 
bus are going round and round 

— and 78th Street residents are 
going crazy. 

Ridgites who live between 
Third and Fourth avenues claim 
that the bus has gotten so noisy 

— supposedly since the switch 
to hybrid-electric models — that 
it often sets off car alarms. 

“The quality of life on this block 


is horrible because of these buses,” 
said Juan Mendez, one of several 
78th Street residents who stormed 
an April 23 town hall meeting 
hosted by state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R-Bay Ridge) to demand that the 
B4 be hushed. 

“When the bus goes past, it 
sounds like ahot-rod,” added Men- 
dez, who said he would consider 
selling his home if nothing is done 
to muffle the noise. “You feel it. 
It triggers all the alarms.” 


Residents of the block claim 
that the noise and vibrations from 
the bus, which travels down the 
street on its route between Sheep- 
shead Bay and Bay Ridge as of ten 
as once every 15 minutes during 
rush hours, only started to activate 
car alarms after the Metropolitan 
Transit Authority began convert- 
ing its fleet from diesel buses to 
hybrids several years ago. 

But MTA spokesman Charles 
Seaton told The Brooklyn Pa- 


per that the newer buses aren’t 
only cleaner — they also pro- 
duce less noise pollution. 

“Hybrids are quieter than stan- 
dard diesel buses,” said Seaton, 
who noted that the agency oper- 
ates “more than 1,000 hybrid- 
electric buses throughout the city 
and this is the first noise com- 
plaint that we are aware of.” 

In order to restore peace and 
quiet, some residents of 78th 
Street are urging the agency to 


consider re-routing the bus to 
75th Street, which is a wider, 
two-way thoroughfare. 

But others say the best way 
to silence car alarms is to tinker 
with the sirens themselves. 

“Any alarm that is set off by a 
bus going by is obviously tuned 
to be too sensitive,” said Wi- 
ley Norvell, a spokesman for 
Transportation Alternatives, 
which fought for a ban on au- 
dible car alarms in 2003. 


COVER UP 

Pols lick salt-pile crisis 


In this case, the cover up is 
better than the crime. 

Elected officials have prom- 
ised outraged Columbia Wa- 
terfront District residents that 
an enormous uncovered pile of 
road salt in the Red Hook cargo 
port would be contained after 
airborne granules had battered 
their windswept neighborhood 
and invaded their homes for 
almost a week. 

“In addition to covering the 
pile ... the salt will be watered 
down to prevent it from blow- 
ing into the residential neigh- 
borhood, and the entire pile 
should be removed within a 
couple days,” Councilman 
Bill DeBlasio (D-Park Slope) 
wrote in a letter to constitu- 
ents, reporting news of a deal 
that he. Rep. Jerry Nadler (D- 
Coney Island) and Council- 
man David Yassky (D-Brook- 
lyn Heights) worked out with 
the port’s operator, American 
Stevedoring. 

Neighbors with a view of 
the pile said things were look- 
ing better on Tuesday evening, 
but they expect a slower turn- 
around than the pols sug- 

“It looks like it’s 30 percent 
covered at this point, but the 
highest points of it are still 
uncovered,” said Mike Web- 
ster of the Columbia Water- 
front Neighborhood Associa- 
tion. Weber estimates that the 
mound is 40 feet tall and cov- 
ers several acres on the uplands 
near the piers along Colum- 
bia Street. 


“I’m cautiously optimistic,” 
he added. “It’s probably phys- 
ically impossible to get rid of 
the whole thing in two days. 
You can probably see the thing 
from space.” 

The salt heap appeared in 
February, despite a 2005 re- 
port by Yassky that suggested 
that the city’s unprotectedroad 
salt stockpiles “may be harm- 


ful to the 




cited research that found that 
the de-icing ingredients can 
break down into toxic sub- 

See SALT on page 13 restore order. 



Vonnegut on compost 


Novelist's likeness 
appears on dirt-box 


do, to 

The likeness of the legendary au- 
thor of “Slaughterhouse 5” has been 
plastered all over a composting box 
on Columbia Street near the Red Hook 
cargo port. 

Now, as writers ourselves, we’re 
big fans of Vonnegut, so we’re a bit 
unsure how we feel seeing his wryly 
smiling face adorning the side of a 
worm-filled garbage heap. 

Then again, it is a good place to 
toss in your copy of “Timequake” — 
and not feel guilty! 



VONNEGUTS: Someone has installed a public 
compost heap on Columbia Street that is covered 
with tributes to legendary writer Kurt Vonnegut. 


'Super’ showdown on the Gowanus 


By Mike McLaughlin 
and Emilia Brock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A proposal for a federally overseen 
clean-up of the Gowanus Canal sounds like 
something that everyone can get behind, 
but it’s actually pitting neighbor against 
neighbor over facts and hearsay that are 
as murky as the waterway itself. 

Posters clamoring for the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency to list the in- 
famous canal as a federal Superfund site 
have materialized on storefront windows 
in Carroll Gardens and outside nearby 
brownstones almost overnight — even as 
anonymously written fliers have started 
showingup in area mailboxes claiming 
that such a designation would depress 
home values and not actually speed the 
clean-up of the fetid corpse of water. 
While the activists fight it out, res- 
Pro-Superfund activist Triada idents are caught wondering who — 
Samaras shows her support. and what — to believe. 




Cleaning the 

Gowanus 


MORE INSID E 

Candidates 
duke it out 

Page 2 


“If we can get help from the govern- 
ment, then why not?” asked Jerry Fi- 
nazza, the owner of the Smith Street 
pizzeria Giardini’s. 

But Finazza, who put a “Super Fund 
Me” poster in the window, quickly be- 
gan doubting that the EPA program is 
a solution after reading that most clean- 
ups are delayed by years of litigation 
and sometimes involve lawsuit against 
the municipalities themselves. 

“If they don’t charge the city, then 
OK,” he said. “But if New York has to 
pay, then forget it.” 


The Lavender Lake is debased with 
industrial toxins like PCBs, dioxin and 
coal tar, as well as human waste that over- 
flows from the city sewers during heavy 
storms. An EPA-led cleanup would at- 
tempt to remove all the sediment from 
the canal and prevent uplands pollut- 
ants from leaching into it. 

But there are existing plans for the city 
to dredge about 10 percent of the canal and 
improve the infrastructure to pump more 
fresh water through it. The state is also 
monitoring several former gas plant sites 
See CANAL on page 2 


SUPERFUND 

COUNTDOWN 


00 


DAYS UNTIL CLOSE OF 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

(As of Friday, May 1) 

Your chance to vent 

The Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy has extended the public-comment 
period regarding its proposal to des- 
ignate the Gowanus Canal as a federal 
Superfund site to July 8. To submit 
your comment, visit www.epa.gov/ 
superfund/sites/npl/pubcom.htm. 
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The Bay Ridge 

GREEMRKET 

is back! 

95"' Street and 3 rd Avenue 

Opening Day Sat., May 2 

from 8 AM -3 PM 

and every Saturday for the rest 
of the season 
Pick up your vegetables, fish, 
cheese, baked goods, plants & more 

Brought to you by: 

Councilman Vincent J. Gentile 
8703 3 rd Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 1 1 209 
718-748-5200 

and 

Council on the Environment of New York City 


Marty: I love Coney rezoney 

Beep offers only minor tweaks to mayor's plan 


Borough President Markowitz has 
come out strongly in favor of Mayor 
Bloomberg’s controversial plan for 
redeveloping Coney Island with new 
amusements and housing. 

For months, Markowitz had been 
tight-lipped about the mayor’s plan to 
spend untold hundreds of millions of 
taxpayer dollars to rezone 19 blocks, 
build new infrastructure and acquire 
land near the Boardwalk for a new 
amusement park ringed by privately 
built hotels, restaurants and tourist 
attractions like a water park or movie 
theaters. 

But on Wednesday, the Beep broke 
the silence andembracedBloomberg’s 
vision, though he suggested some 
modifications. 

“I commend the mayor ... for pri- 
oritizing the creation of a year-round 


affordable Coney Island for 
the 21st century,” Markow- 
itz said in a statement. “By 
adopting the following 
changes to the rezoning 
plan, we will ensure a new 
Coney Island distinguished 
by vibrant, visible amusement 
activity and guaranteed awe- 
inspiring design.” 

The mayor’s rezoning plan cov- 
ers the existing, under-performing 
amusement " " 



he wants to build his own 
amusement park in Coney 
Island, but is now negoti- 
ating with the city to buy 
his land. 

The Bloomberg Admin- 


isfaction with CB13’: 
jlution, but had no problem 
with Markowitz’s changes, 
which include: 

• increasing the required amount 
from the Cyclone of attractions built on West 10th 
Keyspan Park, and Street, Surf Avenue and Stillwell 


4,500 apartment 

Markowitz’s approval follows a dif- 
ferent type of support from Commu- 
nity Board 13, which added recom- 
mendations that were favorable the 
area’s main landowner, Joe Sitt, a lo- 
cally unpopular developer who says 


be “one overarching manager of the 
amusements,” like Six Flags. 

• empowering a committee to 
ensure snazzy and iconic architec- 
ture, signage, lighting throughout the 




at construction 


use union labor, pay livable wages 
and give preference to Coney Island 
residents. 

• discounts in the People’s Play- 
ground to neighborhood residents. 

The Borough President’s vote 
comes shortly after the city and Sitt 
unveiled highly publicized tempo- 
rary amusements. The mayor’s office 
booked Ringling Brothers and Bar- 
num & Bailey’s circus for a limited 
engagement, and Sitt has arranged for 
interim rides, sideshows and a flea 
market for vacant lots he owns. 

The City Planning Commission 
will review the Coney Island proposal 
next, where it’s expected to be ap- 
proved before the project heads for 
final approval in the City Council, 
where Councilman Domenic Rec- 
chia (D-Coney Island), a chum of 
Sitt, could obstruct the mayor’s vi- 


City: We screwed up on Greenpoint park 


The waste we 
process helps 
power over 
one million 
homes. 


tn.com/thinkgreen 


: HHaYa\ 


The city apologized to 
Greenpoint — through The 
Brooklyn Paper — saying bu- 
reaucrats were to blame for 
delaying the opening of a wa- 
terfront park for nearly two 
years. 

Workers nearly completed 
constructing the open space 
with four benches and stun- 
ning views at the northern- 
most tip of Manhattan Ave- 
nue in the summer of 2007, 
but they installed a railing 
at the cusp of the Newtown 
Creek that wasn’t up to speci- 
fications for a dead-end road- 
way, Department of Design 
and Construction Assistant 
Commissioner Matthew Mo- 
nahan told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per. 

“We apologize,” Mona- 
han said. “We understand 
the frustration. It is a small 
project that is a large prior- 
ity of ours.” 


The agency is still in the 
process of replacing the rail- 
ing with a sturdier balustrade 
that will “meet a higher stan- 
dard” — but until that task 
and other odd jobs are com- 
pleted, the seemingly fin- 
ished park will remain a 
construction site. 

Monahan wasn’t the only 
city official to admit that the 
unfinished park — which is 
cordoned off with caution 
tape and “No Trespassing” 
signs — has run long over- 

internal Parks Depart- 
ment e-mails obtained by 
The Brooklyn Paper revealed 
that the city agency deemed 
the park behind schedule as 
early as last spring. 

“This project truly has 
been dragging on way too 
long,” a Parks official wrote 
on May 1 — May 1, 2008, 
mind you. 

“The latest word we’ve 
gotten is that they hope 
to have this done by June/ 



Greenpoint). “This has gone 
on way too long.” 

Neighborhood blogger 
Miss Heather has been doc- 
umenting the nearly finished 
park since at least October 
h/i of 2007 — and has grown 






ill ei 


July.” 

But that deadline came 
and went, and with it an- 
other summer without pre- 
cious access to the tiny park 
that was promised to North 
Brooklyn residents as a con- 
cession to the controversial 
2005 upzoning of neighbor- 
hood’s waterfront. 

And as another summer 


approaches, Greenpointers 
are irate that their almost fin- 
ished park is still off lim- 

“It would have been re- 
ally great to have it open last 
summer, and it would be re- 
ally great to have it open this 
summer,” said Amy Cleary, 
a spokeswoman for state As- 
semblyman Joe Lentol (D- 


be opened to the public. 

S “I’ll believe this park’s for 

£ real when my ass is firmly 
J. planted on one of those fu- 
ll turistic park benches!” she 

But officials promised that 
the park would open soon. 

“Our expectation is [that it 
will open] during the spring,” 
said Monahan, who noted 
that workers still need to 
install a stairway allowing 
kayak access and other small 
improvements before wrap- 
ping up the project. 

“The people in the area 
will have a beautiful ame- 
nity — well deserved and 
overdue. But it will just be 
a little longer.” 


'Dazzling' event underwhelms 


I: 


' City Coun- 
cil candidates “dazzle” us, 
for a very long 

campaign. 

Yes.afterweeksofhype.the 
so-called “Dazzle MeForum,” 
pitting six candidates to suc- 
ceed Councilman Bill DeBla- 


hup:// 


j The 

fPoliticrasher 

The candidates and the canal 




re than three 


held last Saturday. rac k Obama the last time anol hours “ that’s roughly three 

„„„ , j . rackUbama,the last time apol tunes the length of apresiden- 

even remotely “dazzled” this tial debate, by the way — than 
amaze and dehght a crowd grizzled old newshound was me B ut journalists aren’t just 
’ definitely pre-WalterMondale. transcription machines, tailey- 


of hardened political at 




:ive? They filled And last week’s non-“dazzle 

ementonabeau- rrip”fnnimfnrrariHiHatf-stinn- ■ 1, 


a library basement or 
tiful weekend morning). 

The Politicrasher had low in the neighboring district wt 
expectations — aside fromBa- pretty banal. 


HEALTH, MIND & BODY 


PoaJz Slofie 

FAMILY DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll & Garfield) 


Family Dental Studio, P.C. 

OFFICE OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 


• Emergency Service 

• Implant Restorations 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Lumineers® Porcelain Veneers 

• 1 Hour, In-Office Bleaching 
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Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
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Free Consultation 
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f 
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Quality Dentistry 
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• Serving Greenpoint for Over a Decade 
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• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums <& Implants 

• Bleaching 
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• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Digital Panoramic 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
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NEW YORK EYE CARE 

BOARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGISTS 

We offer and Perform Complete and Comprehensive Eye Examinations. 
Call for your Consultation with one of our ophthalmological specialists. 


tments or well- 
meaning sentiments. 

We’re human beings, dam- 
mit — and we want our lead- 
ers to be, I don’t know, lead- 
ers! And we’re not alone. The 
hundred or so audience mem- 
bers at the forum wanted to 
connect, too. But alas, they 
were given few opportuni- 
ties. No wonder the “Dazzle 
Me” crowed thinned by well 
over half before the closing 
bell rang. 

The opening statements 
did not bode well for the five 
Democrats and one Green 
Party member, who leashed 
themselves to admirable, yet 
mundane, promises. Yes, at 
least one even used the term 
“keep our neighborhoods liv- 
able” — a nice sentiment, but 
hardly dazzling fromsomeone 
running to represent a neigh- 
borhood in which he lives. 

But with the preliminary 
introductions concluded, 
they couldn’t shield them- 
selves from some sharp ques- 
tions from the moderators, a 
panel of neighborhood activ- 
ists from Carroll Gardens. 

The vast majority of que- 
ries were about land-use issues , 
especially about the clean-up 
and development of the Gow- 
anusCanal,a' 


and dividing t 

“No wonder no one ‘daz- 
zled,’ ” griped one participant. 
“It was three hours of land- 
use questions. This wasn’t a 



It was billed as the "Dazzle Me" forum, but six can- 
didates to replace Councilman Bill DeBlasio didn't 
didn't get much of a chance to do so. 


forum. This was a require- 
ment that the candidates sup- 
plicate themselves to the al- 
tar of anti-development!” 

Gary Reilly, a lawyer and 
member of the Carroll Gar- 
dens Neighborhood Asso- 
ciation, didn’t have a prob- 
lem with that. When asked if 
the inclusion of subsidized, 
below-market-rate housing 
would be the deciding fac- 
tor in choosing what proj- 
ects he would support as a 
councilman he tossed off 
the metaphor of the day. 

“lust because [a devel- 
oper] is going to dust a few 
crumbs on the community 
doesn’t make it necessarily 
worthwhile,” he said. 

Young lohn Heyer, a pro- 
tege of neighborhood legend 
Buddy Scotto and an assis- 
tant to Borough President 
Markowitz, had some of the 
more visceral outbursts, yet 
less specific policy positions. 
He suggested that his moth- 
er’s three miscarriages and 
his family’s history of cancer 
is connected to its proximity 
to the Gowanus Canal. 

Yet this fifth-generation 
Gowanus-arearesident didn’t 
have an answer if he supports 
the federal Superfund pro- 


Bob Zuckerman, a mem- 
ber of Community Board 6 
and former director of the 
Gowanus Canal Conservancy, 
delivered some of the more 
“dazzling” campaign prom- 
ises and policy ideas: 

• He wants to create a per- 
mit for people to park in their 
neighborhoods and a street- 
level jitney system to trans- 
port people to the subways. 

• He also pledged to con- 
vert a book mobile into the 
“Zuck mobile” as a roving 
field office to meet with con- 
stituents and to have town hall 
meetings in every neighbor- 
hood in the district at least 

Others could play at the 
public policy game: 

• Reilly called for making 
the councilmember position 
a full-time job, thus ending 
members’ ability to earn ad- 
ditional income on the side. 
“As a councilmember you’re 
well compensated, you don’t 
need to make outside income 
if you’re serious about serv- 
ing the community.” 

• Instead of supporting 
gay marriage, Heyer wants 
to move away from all forms 
of “legal marriage” towards 
civil unions for everyone. 
See CRASHER on page 13 
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CANAL .... 


Continued from page 1 
near the canal . The EPA could 
freeze this progress while il 


to clean it,” DeBlasio said in 
a statement. “I believe local 
economic projects are : 
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and an effort to ban taboo enmity of some of the most 
Styrofoam in schools, has ac- vocal Superfund believers, 
tually landed in the anti-Su- Like the councilman, some 

perfund camp, a faction that people who live near the ca- 
includes his opponent from nal have become hesitant to 
so many other fights, Mayor jump on the pro-Superfund 
Bloomberg. The mayor says bandwagon like their more 
that a Superfund listing could adamant neighbors, 
deter $400 million in private “Initially, I thought it would 

investment around and quash be a good, but I want to know 


ts Canal, but I am skepti- 


te also dismissed argu- 


munity. 

“I don’t think having it la- 
beled as a Superfund site will 
make it any worse. Everyone 
knows it’s polluted,” Oakley 

The complexity of the 
Superfund debate has con- 
founded even Borough Pres- 
ident Markowitz, the usually 
outspoken leader who put out 
an ambivalent position on the 
canal last week. 

“I am committed to the 
restoration of the Gowanus 
Canal into an absolute asset 
to Brooklyn, our economy, 
arts and culture scene, and 
the well-being of neighbor- 
ing communities,” said the 
statement, which dodged the 
question of whether the EPA 
should become involved. 

In the end, this is New York; 
some residents were downright 
pessimistic about ever seeing 
a cleaned-up waterway. 

“It probably won’t be 
cleaned up while I’m living 
here, so it doesn’t matter to 
me,” said Beth Tasso. 
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City ends cram at PS 8 
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By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Parents were bursting 
with excitement after the 
city rolled out its design for 
a three -story annex to re- 
lieve overcrowding in PS 8 
in Brooklyn Heights, one of 
the borough’s most-popular 
elementary schools. 

The construction of seven 
additional classrooms will be- 
gin this summer and, when 
complete in 201 1 , obviate the 
nee d for portable trailers that 
were hauled into the school- 
yard before the start of this 
school year. 

“This is the necessary 
solution. Things are a little 
crowded,” said Karen McDer- 
mott, the mother of a kinder- 
garten student. “My daughter 
has 26 students in her class.” 

But it’s not a perfect solu- 
tion. Besides the seven new 
classrooms for the Hicks 
Street school, there will be an 
all-purpose room in the base- 
ment, but not a full-fledged 
gymnasium, an amenity the 
school lacks now. The annex 
will also permanently reduce 
the amount of outdoor space 
at the school. 

■‘It’s a shame they’re los- 
ing the play space,” said one 
father who did not want to 
give his name. 

The massive new wing 
will reduce strain on the 
lower grades, but leave par- 
ents with the vexing problem 
of where to send their chil- 
dren to middle school. Many 
local parents, and their city 
councilman, David Yassky, 
have asked the city to expand 
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Overcrowded PS 8, on Hicks Street in Brooklyn Heights, will get a three-story 
annex (top), but it will also lose its already-limited recreation space in the back. 


PS 8 into a K-8 program, but 
city officials have instead ne- 
gotiated with David and Jed 
Walentas, who say they will 
build a middle school for the 
city inside their controversial 
Dock Street tower in nearby 
DUMBO. 

“There’s been the lack of 
any foresight,” said Thomas 
Benson, father of a fourth 
grader, who, like many 


The city presented the new 
annex renderings, whose de- 
sign matches PS 8’s existing 
building, to Community 
Board 2 last Wednesday. A 
budget was not released. 

The Department of Edu- 
cation announced last July 
that it would enlarge PS 8, 


shortly after the temporary 
trailer plan was introduced, 
and then stunned many par- 
ents and teachers in Septem- 
ber when the allegedly over- 
achieving school received an 
F on the city’s performance 
grading system. The grades 
are based on improvement 
from year to year, not an 
objective measure of the 
school’s overall quality. 
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Aw, cell no! 

Community board seeks 
new rules on antennas 


ABay Ridge group that has 
long fought against the pro- 
liferation of cellphone tow- 
ers is calling on the city — 
and the federal government 
— to cut the cord on the con- 
troversial antennas. 

Community Board 10 
voted nearly unanimously 
on April 20 to demand that 
limits be placed on the num- 


ber and location of cellular 
towers, citing a concern about 
their danger and their aes- 

“People became worked 
up when these huge struc- 
tures started going up,” said 
Josephine Beckmann, district 
manager of the board, which 
drafted a letter to the Depart- 
ment of City Planning insist- 
ing that the agency develop a 
zoning text amendment regu- 


tial areas. 

The board also signed onto 
a petition seeking federal ac- 
tion to prevent the spread of 
cellular antennas — which 
have gone widely unchecked 
since the Telecommunica- 
tions Act of 1996 limited 
state and local governmen- 
tal power over the installa- 
tion of such equipment. 

Cellular providers have re- 
peatedly insisted that the an- 
tennas are entirely harmless 
— and entirely necessary in 
order to carry the borough’s 
calls. 

Ridgites have fought 
against cell towers since 2006, 
when protestors thwarted the 
construction of a Sprint/Nex- 
tel tower near St. Anselm’s 


School on 83rd Street. In 
2007, 81st Street residents 
protested against cell towers 
installed atop an apartment 
building, and last year, par- 
ents from Ridge Boulevard’s 
PS 185 rebelled against an- 
tennas rising across the street 
from their school. 

One PS 185 activist cele- 
brated the board’s backing. 

“Something must be 
done - whether it’s restrict- 
ing where they can be put, 
or doing something to limit 
how many one neighborhood 
can have,” said Tressa Kab- 
bez, whose group eventually 
won its battle against Veri- 
zon when the cellular giant 
agreed to move the anten- 
nas — though the transmit- 
ters were later reinstalled on 
Shore Road. 
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This time, DUMBO is 
united for good. 

Last weekend, the city re- 
moved — permanently, we 
have been promised — im- 
penetrable barriers from a 
charming archway under the 
Manhattan Bridge, which had 
been open for a tantalizingly 
short stint last fall before be- 
ing snapped shut again for 


Now the alley, which is 
actually the continuation of 
Water Street between Adams 
Street and Anchorage Place, 
is open for your ambling plea- 
sure and will eventually be 
decked out with seating, re- 
paved Belgian blocks and 24- 
hour lighting. 

Locals rejoiced. 



TORE DOWN THAT WALL! The long-closed arch- 
way through the Manhattan Bridge is finally open, 
allowing passage between East and West DUMBO. 

“People have always “When it’s open, it’s a thor- 
viewed it like the Berlin oughfare that reunites the two 
WallofDUMBO,” saidFul- parts of the neighborhood.” 
ton Ferry resident Bill Stein. Merchants expect an up- 


tick in business from the new 
connection. 

“It’s very good when it’s 
open,” said Sam Elbashy, 
who sells a mean gyro in the 
Pearl Street triangle next to 
the newly open pedestrian 
archway. 

The DUMBO Improve- 
ment District lobbied for 
the $500,000 facelift, which 
ties in with the suspension 
bridge’s upcoming 100th an- 
niversary. The group plans 
to used the venue for public 
art installation or markets. 

Executive Director Kate 
Kerrigan assured the public 
that the archway, which had 
been sealed for 17 years (a 
lifetime for some teenagers), 
won’t be walled up again. 

“It’s open for good,” she 
promised. 
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‘Secret’ no longer! 

'Men in Black' to move to Hook warehouse 


President Obama is go- 
ing to park his cars in Red 
Hook. 

Sources said that the Se- 
cret Service — whose cen- 
tral mission is to protect the 
leader of the free world — 
has inked a deal to store its 
heavily armed limousines at a 
sprawling, windowless ware- 
house building near King and 
Conover streets. 

“They’ll be putting all 
their vehicles there when the 

president is in town, as well The Secret Servicewill 
as vehicles when they have mored 

people in from the United 

Nations,” a source said. The ing up to its name, perhaps agency is eyeing the so-called 
vehicles are currently stored — declined to comment, but Building 185,asitethatcity 
in Sunset Park. two additional neighborhood officials once hoped to con- 

The Secret Service — liv- sources confirmed that the vert into a Governors Island 



A ferry service to Gov- 
ernors Island from Pier 11, 
adjacent to Building 185, is 
still proposed, but the Eco- 
nomic Development Corpo- 
ration declined to discuss the 
matter, referring questions 
to the Port Authority, which 
owns the property. 

The Port Authority would 
not confirm or deny whether 
and federal agencies have 
an interest in part of the 
64,000-square-foot ware- 

In addition to protecting 
the president, the Secret 
Service also safeguards the 
country’s financial infra- 
structure and protects vis- 
iting heads of state and gov- 
ernment. 

The agency famously em- 
ploys code names for offi- 
cials, though the names are 
pickedrandomly,not themat- 
ically. President Obama is 
“Renegade,” while Vice Pres- 
ident Biden is “Celtic.” 
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not cast at bank 


HIT AND RUN! 


Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO 
Boerum Hill-Downtown 

A man robbed an Atlan- 
tic Avenue bank on April 24 
and got away with $18,000. 

Police said that the man 
entered the Sovereign Bank 
on the corner of Atlantic Ave- 
nue and Court Street at 10:55 
am and handed a teller a note 
demanding cash and indicat- 
ing that he was armed. 

The robber got away clean 
because the teller was unable 
to insert a dye pack into the 
cash bag. 

Cut off 

Petty theft almost turned 
into a near double stabbing 
at the F train’s Bergen Sta- 
tion on April 23 after a man 
snatched an iPhone out of a 
female rider’s hand. 

According to the victim, 
the perp grabbed the device 


POLICE BLOTTER 
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and ran off as the train pulled 
into the station at 7:50 pm. 
The woman and a witness 
chased after the robber, but 
were held off when he pulled 
out a box cutter and threat- 
ened to slash them. 

With nowhere to go, the 
knife-wielding knave was 
quickly arrested, and the phone 
was returned to its rightful 
Evan Gardner 


Park Slope 

Punch and filch 

A thug and his partner 
knocked a man in the head 
and stole his iPod on Seventh 


Avenue early on April 20. 

The victim was between 
12th and 13th streets at 
around 2:20 am when the 
mugger punched him on 
his right ear. Then the two 
brutes grabbed his iPod and 

Diamond dash 

A crook stole almost 
$4,000 worth of jewelry from 
a Fifth Avenue collectibles 
April 22. 

The perp walked in to the 
store, between President and 
Union streets, at around 4:15 
pm, pretending to be a cus- 


When the employees w< 



distracted, the perp grabbed 
some jewelry and bolted. 

Stoop stop 

A thief nabbed a $1 ,500 an- 
tique camera from a Fifth Av- 
enue apartment on April 25. 

The victim’s roommates 
were having a stoop sale in 
front of the building, between 
11th and 12th streets, from8 
am until 5 pm. The victim 
reported that a lot of people 
had access to the apartment, 
and the perp took the chance 
to bring home a souvenir. 

Digital jackpot 

A robber bashed through 
the door of a 10 th Street apart- 
ment on April 24, taking 
$4,818 worth of stuff. 

The victim toldcops that he 
lefthis apartment, which is be- 
tween Seventh andEighth ave- 
nues, at 6:30 am, and returned 
14 hours later to find his front 
door off its hinges and three 
DVD players, a VCR, a sound 
system, two cameras andsome 
jewelry were gone. 

— Emilia Brock 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Home invaded! 

Three thugs pushed their 
way into a Division Ave- 
nue apartment and held up 
an 82-year-old for his cash, 
IDs, and piggy bank. 

The robbers knocked on 
the door of the residence at 
around 4:20 pm. 

When the resident an- 
swered, themiscreants pushed 
their way in and punched the 
senior in the mouth, leaving 
him with a cut to the lip that 
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required treatment at Long 
Island College Hospital. 

“Get on the floor!” one ofthe 
thugs demanded, before escap- 
ing from the apartment, which 
is between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue, with $1,000, 
IDs andablue piggy bank con- 
taining $50, police said. 

Pedaling perps 

Bike-crazed bad guys 
shoved a pair of cyclists 
from their two-wheelers in 
an April 26 bike jacking. 

The bicycle thieves con- 
fronted the 32- and 40-year- 
old victims at the comer of 
BedfotdAvenue and Williams- 
burg Street East at around 6: 10 
pm and heisted their rides. 

— Ben Muessig 


Greenpoint-Williamsburg 

Bikejacked! 

Three thugs pushed a 
17-year-old off of his bike 
on April 25 and pummeled 
him with a baseball bat un- 
til he turned over his cycle. 

The victim was riding his 
Mongoose home from Mc- 
Carren Park at around 5 pm 
whenheheardsomeone shout, 
“Give me your bike.” 

Before he could respond, 
the crooks pushed him off of 
his cycle at the corner of Ba- 
yard Street and Union Avenue 
and started punching, kick- 
ing, and beating him in the 
body and face with a base- 
ball bat. The thieves escaped 
with the two-wheeler. 

Drive-by mug 

Ahoodlumwitha getaway 
car heisteda28-year-old wom- 
an’s bag as she walked home 
from a bar on April 24. 

The mugger yanked the 
woman’s purse from her 
shoulder as she passed the 
corner of Franklin and In- 
dia streets at around 3 am. 

Oncehe gained possession 
of the purse — which con- 
tained jewelry, credit cards, a 
checkbook, wallet, iPod Nano, 
and a cellphone — the thief 
hopped into a double-parked 
Nissan sedan and drove off. 

Rear window 

Thieves are climbing 
through fire escape win- 
dows to pilfer North Brook- 
lyn apartments: 

• Crooks got into a Driggs 
Avenue apartment, between 
North Sixth and North Sev- 
enth streets, through a rear 
window and snatched aNin- 
tendo Wii, Playstation, iPod 
and laptop between April 17 
and April 20. 

• An intruder ransacked 
a North Fourth Street apart- 
ment between April 18 and 


One dead in 


Manhattan Avenue crash 



A car thief heisted a minivan and 
slammed into a Greenpoint woman, tak- 
ing the 37-year-old’s life before crashing 
into a row of parked cars on Monday on 
Manhattan Avenue. 

The driver of the white Dodge Caravan 
plowed into Violetta Krzyzak at around 
3:30 pm at the corner of India Street, 
throwing her to the asphalt. 

After colliding with Krzyzak, a Hu- 


ron Street resident, the driver hit the gas 
and raced up Manhattan Avenue for five 
more blocks before smashing into aparked 
SUV near the corner of Dupont Street. 

Police locked up a 2 8-year-old suspect, 
who suffered a broken toe during the hor- 
rifying joy ride, and charged him with 
vehicular manslaughter, grand larceny, 
leaving the scene of an accident result- 
ing in a death, criminally negligent ho- 
micide, aggravated unlicensed operator, 
reckless driving, and speeding. 


20, getting an Apple com- 
puter, camera, glasses and 
a hard drive from the unit, 
which is between Berry Street 
and Bedford Avenue. 

• A marauder scurried 
through a Huron Street win- 
dow overnight on April 25 and 
got cash, a passport, jewelry, 
and wallet from the apartment, 
which is between Manhattan 
Avenue and Franklin Street 
between 4 pm and 4 pm the 
following afternoon. 

— Ben Muessig 


Bay Ridge 

Woman beaten 

A man beat and robbed a 
22 -year-old woman on 82nd 
Street early on April 25. 

The victim said she was 
walkinghomejustbefore4am 
when the man approached her 
from behind at the comer of 
Sixth Avenue. The suspect hit 
her over the head with a blunt 
object, then began punching 
and kicking the woman’s head 
before finally grabbing her iPod 
and running away. 

De-jeweled 

Someone stole more than 
$20,000 in gold and diamond 
jewelry from a 12th Avenue 
home on April 20. 

The victim, 47, told cops 
that she had left her house, 
which is between 78th and 
79th streets, at around 8:30 
am, and returned just after 4 
pm to find the jewels gone. 

Burg burgs 

At least three neighbor- 
hood homes were burgled: 

First, someone broke into 


a home on 1 1th Avenue near 
81st Street overnight on April 
22 , grabbing more than $1 ,400 
in jewelry while the owner 
slept in the next room. 

Later that same night, some- 
one stole more than $3,000 
worth of electronics from an 
82nd Street apartment. In this 
case, the 31-year-old victim 
told police that she and her 
husband woke up inside of 
their home, between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues, at around 
6:30 am and discovered acam- 
era and iPod were gone. 

Finally, a man clad all in 
black burgled an 84th Street 
home on April 26. 

The 52-year-old victim told 
cops that she was asleep in- 


side he 


is be- 


Ninth and 10th 
nues, at around 2:30 am when 
she heard someone climbing 
through one of the rear win- 
dows. When she got up to in- 
vestigate the noise, she stum- 
bled upon the suspect, who 
grabbed two cellphones and 
fled. — Emily Lavin 


Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Murder! 

A 17-year-old man was 
murdered with two shots to 
the stomach in the stairwell 
of a Baltic Street building on 
April 25. 

Police responded to a call 
about gunfire in the apart- 
ment building betweenBond 
and Hoyt streets at 1:20 am. 
Officers found the teen crum- 
pled on the ground with the 
two bleeding wounds. 


Maul way 

A high school student 
told police he was mugged 
by three fellow student at 
Cobble Hill HS on Baltic 
Street on April 23. 

The 16-year-old victim 
said the bad boys, whose 
names he did not know, stole 
his digital music player at 
12:35 pm in the school, which 
is between Hoyt and Smith 

— Mike McLaughlin 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

12 monkeys 

Police arrested two 12-year- 
olds for allegedly filching a 
woman’s bracelet and cell- 
phone at the comer of DeKalb 
Avenue and Flatbush Avenue 
Extension on April 22. 

According to the victim, 
one tween asked her for the 
time — it was 11:50 am — 
and then snatched her tele- 
phone out of her hand and 
the jewelry from her wrist. 

Room hate 

A college student arrived 
moments too late to stop a 
burglar from stealing his Wil- 
loughby Avenue roommate’s 
laptop and Zune mp3 player 
on April 22. 

The 20 -year-old victim’s 
roommate told police he re- 
turned the apartment between 
Hall Street and Washington 
Avenue at 3 pm. 

He said he heard a strange 

bedroom and when he en- 
tered, he saw the burglar 

— Mike McLaughlin 


Wheely good compromise 

Kent Avenue bike lane deal is in the works 


This could be the proposal that has 
Kent Avenue cyclists and motorists see- 
ing wheel to wheel. 

In an attempt to make peace among 
cyclists, who support a pair of contro- 
versial Kent Avenue bike paths, and 
drivers and business owners who op- 
pose the lanes because of their impact 
on parking, the city is forging a truce 
that could turn Kent Avenue into a one- 
way street lined on two sides of park- 
ing and loading zones — as well as 
a protected two-directional bike lane, 
sources told The Brooklyn Paper. 

Insiders who attended meetings between 
the Department of Transportation and fac- 
tions ofSouth Williamsbuig’s Satmar com- 
munity said the one-way, one-lane Kent 
Avenue would run northbound between 
Clymer and North 14th streets. 

Such a plan would allow the city to 
convert the hotly contested no-parking 
and no standing zones on either side of 
the road into legal parking lanes — one 
of which would serve as a buffer for a 
protected two-directional bike lane on 
the waterfront side of the roadway. 

Insiders said that the city was touting 
the proposal as a way to give cyclists 
a permanent spot on the roadway, re- 
duce speeding on the thoroughfare by 
restricting traffic to a single lane, and 
recover about 75 percent of the curb 
space that was once used for parking 
and loading. 

A Department of Transportation 
spokesman said the agency is meet- 
ing with Williamsburg groups to dis- 
cuss the radical plan — an outreach 
that comes on the heels of wild rumors 
all week that the city’s plan would re- 



There has long been tension between bikers, seen here at a pro-bike 
lane rally a few months ago, and residents and business owners on 

“After six long months, we are coming 
to a conclusion that benefits everyone,” 
said Kent Avenue resident Leo Moskow- 
itz. “We’ll give them the bike lanes, but 
we’ll get some parking, too.” 

Biking boosters said they are behind 
the city’s preliminary proposal for Kent 
Avenue, which has long been slated to 
host a pair of walking and biking paths 
stretching from Greenpoint to Sunset 
Park called the Brooklyn Waterfront 
Greenway. 

“There is definitely a lot [in the plan] 
that is exciting and novel — as long as 
the design prioritizes safety,” said Wi- 
ley Norvell, a spokesman for Trans- 
portation Alternatives, a cycling and 
pedestrian advocacy group that sup- 
ported the original lanes. 


’MEAN 

) Streets 

The battle for Brooklyn's byways 

move bike lanes from nearby Bedford 
Avenue. 

Sources told The Brooklyn Paper that 
those lanes will remain untouched. 

The Kent Avenue proposal shares 
similarities with a proposed buffered 
bike lane on Prospect Park West bike 
lane unveiled two weeks ago — and has 
already received support from some 
neighborhood activists who opposed 
the original bike lanes. 


'Wanted' recognizes Ridge responder 

By Thomas Tracy 

Community Newspaper Group 
You have just a few more 
days to make a Bay Ridge 
cop a bona-fide “All Star.” 

Police Officer Susan Por- 
cello, ofthe 68th Precinct, is j 
one of eight finalists in the i 
“America’s Most Wanted” 
all-star balloting, which 
honors first responders who 
have changed people’s lives 
through their heroism. 

Porcello is the only woman 
in the online voting, which 
ends on Tuesday, May 4. 

Here’s why she deserves 
your vote: Lastluly, Porcello 
was dispatched to Gasper 
Musso’s Marine Avenue 
homeaftera911 call reported 
him ill from an overdose of 



emotional wounds. 

Learning that he had no 
family or friends, Porcello 
stood by her new “grandpa,” 
visiting him regularly and 
helping him connect to other 
area seniors. Later, Porcello 
helped get him an apartment 

Most important, she was 
right there when the 84-year- 


old died in November, ensur- 
ing that his final wish of be- 
ing buried next to his mother 

is honored. 

She used her own money 
to pay for a funeral at St. 
Patrick’s Church befitting 
a World War II vet — who 
fought in the Marianas Is- 
lands in 1944. 

“No way was I going to 
let this brave old Marine . . . 
get buried in Potter’s Field,” 
she told Daily News. 

Porcello arranged for a 
Marine Corps color guard, 
and even paid for a wake at 
McLaughlin’s on Third Av- 

“She went above and be- 
yond,” said Deputy Inspector 
Eric Rodriguez, her command- 


ing officer at the 68 th Precinct. 
“We’re always saying that the 
community is an extension of 
our family and she proved it. 

“For her to take this step 
not only gave an area resi- 
dent the respect and dignity 
he deserved, but gave a lot of 
the veterans hope that they’re 
not being forgotten,” Rodri- 
guez concluded. 

Potcello’s act of compassion 
caught the eye of “America’s 
Most Wanted,” which nomi- 
natedher as an “All-Star” can- 
didate. Producers said that she 
is trailing in the voting — iron- 
ically because New Yorkers 
haven’t stuffed the ballot box 
for its favorite daughter. 

There’s still time. Brook- 
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The boro of cool 


Brooklyn Designs shows off our best craftspeople 





By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Design for living 

Everyone’s worried about money these days, 
so The Brooklyn Paper sought out the best un- 
der $300 deals from designers at next week- 
end’s Brooklyn Designs. 

OAce of vase 

Make one of these vases or bowls from 
Further Design’s Groove Series 
the centerpiece of your din- 
ing room ($140-$200). Visit 
www.furthurdesign.com 

©UM bop! 

Go dairy chic with these 
hip, colorful wood milking stools 
from UM. They’re “eco-friendly” too! 

($290). Visit www.umproject.com 

©If these walls could talk 

Why would anyone want a paperless soci- 
ety when he or she can deck the walls with Jill 


O Legal pot 

Your flowers will thank you when you put them 
in this stainless steel container from Warp Designs. 
In fact, this killer pot is so awesome it 
should be illegal ($249 and up). Visit 
www.wardesignsnyc.com. 

Rock around the clock 

Get your child the coolest rocking chair 
on the block with the sleekMod Rocker 
from children’s designer Igloo Play 
($285 and up, depending on veneer). 
Visit www.iglooplay.com. 

© Out of the closet 

Wiid’s custom-built armoire at 
$6,000 blows our budget right out of the water, 
but this piece is so good looking that even 
Narcissus would break his egotistical stare to 
gaze admirably upon this handsome wardrobe. 


B rooklyn Designs, the exhibition of the 
borough’s finest home furnishing mak- 
ers, rears its sleek, contemporary head 
again next week. Even if you’re feeling the 
pinch of the recession, you don’t have to 
decorate your entire apartment only with 
Ikea products (not that there’s anything 
wrong with that). 

Sure, pieces of the custom-made tropi- 
cal hardwood (read: expensive) furniture 
will be on display from May 8-10, but if 
you’re only in the market for an accessory 
that looks good next to your family heir- 
loom, rather than purchasing something 
to bequeath to the future generations, the 
DUMBO-based show will be a factory of 
ideas from 45 designers, all working in 
Brooklyn. 

“There are some items that are reach- 
able for varying income levels,” said Carl 
Hum, the head of the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce, himself the owner of a tea- 
kettle and throw pillows from last year’s 
showcase. 

And don’t be shy about browsing the 
big-ticket items because they’re built to 
last. 

“You get what you pay for. If you’re 
looking for something that’s going to last 
your lifetime and pass on 
to your children — that’s 
us,” said Corey Springer, 
the founder of furniture 
company, Wild. “Our 
products are designed 
to last and are time- 

Since these are largely 
DUMBO, Williamsburg 
and Bushwick-based de- 
signers, the style is dis- 
tinctly contemporary. 

“There are a lot of 
independent design- 

and have more cutting- 
edge furnishing than you 
would see in the D and D 
Building,” said wallpa- 
per designer Jill Malek, 
referring to the Design 
and Decoration Build- 
ing in Manhattan, which 
houses more than a hundred showrooms 
of what Malek called “more traditional” 

One caution: don’t show up at the festi- 
val’s main base in St. Ann’s Warehouse on 
Water Street looking to make a purchase 
on the spot. There won’t be any shopping 
area this time, unlike past years when there 
was a commercial pavilion. 

The weekend includes symposiums, a 
DUMBO gallery tour and award ceremo- 

In addition, Brooklyn Designs includes 
a spinoff on the ubiquitous tours of his- 
torical Brooklyn brownstone houses with 
self-guided tours ($50 per ticket) of five 
nearby homes that were selected to both 
inspire professional designers and excite 
their fans. 

Brooklyn Designs at St. Ann's Ware- 
house [38 Water St., between Main and 
Dock streets in DUMBO, (718) 875-1000 
ext. Ill], For info and tickets, visit www. 
brooklyndesigns. net. 


NIGHTLIFE 


Soak and roll 

An indie supergroup has found a bizarre, 
but fitting, venue to unveil its new record — 
a Russian bathhouse in Kensington. 

The acclaimed Brooklyn-based act the Sway 
Machinery — which includes members from the 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs, An- 
tibalas, the Arcade Fire 
and Balkan Beat Box 
— will play tunes from 
its gypsy-tinged experi- 
mental album, “Hidden 
Melodies Revealed,” at 
a May 2 bash at the Co- 
ney Island Avenue spa 

The Slavic venue is 
the perfect place for the multi-culti band to 
showcase new material — and for fans to shed 
their skinny jeans in favor of bathing suits, ac- 
cording to organizer Larisa Fuchs. 

“The last time we had a show at Banya, 
bands actually played in the Jacuzzi — but this 
time there are electric guitars involved, so I 
can’t make any promises,” she said. 

Even if the band doesn’t take a dip, con- 
cert-goers will have the run of the whole spa, 
which sports steam rooms and saunas, pome- 
granate- and blackberry-infused vodkas, hoo- 
kahs, massages and the obligatory hot, ice, or 
eucalyptus-infused baths. 

“It feels really good to eat and steam and 
dance,” she said. “At the end of it, you’re re- 
freshed rather than tired.” 

Bathhouse bash at Banya [602 Coney Island 
Ave., between Beverley Road and Avenue C 
in Kensington, (718) 853-2525], May 2; 7 pm 
to 2 am. Tickets: $35-$95. For info visit: www. 
geminiandscorpio.com. — Ben Muessig 



Classy wine 

Becoming a wine snob has never been so 
easy. The Park Slope restaurant and wine bar 
Bussaco is giving aspiring oenophiles the chance 
to become Shiraz specialists with a series of 
courses taught by Master Sommelier Scott Car- 



“A Critique of Pure Riesling” (June 10). 

The classes cost $50 each — but the lessons 
are worth the cash, according to Carney, who 
said he would share reveal sparkling wines 
fromBurgundy that taste just like Champagne, 
but cost a much less. 

"Bussaco University" [833 Union St. be- 
tween Sixth and Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-8828], May 6 at 7 pm. Warn- 
ing: restaurant is excellent, but the school is 
not accredited. — Ben Muessig 


EVENT 


Blog party 

Newspapers are dying left and right. Ad rev- 
enues are falling like bodies on Oct. 29, 1929. 
And even the New York Times had to hit up 
a Mexican industrialist to stay alive. 

Sounds like the perfect time for the fourth 
annual Brooklyn Blog- 
fest. Or is it? 

This year’s blogfest 
comes at a crossroads, 
given the general me- 
dia-wide downturn and 
the recent death of the 
medium’s “blogfather,” 
Robert Guskind of the 
Gowanus Lounge. 
“Bob was seriously 
important in terms of his influence andhis reader- 
ship,” said Blogfest’s creator (and our own Smart- 
mom columnist) Louise Crawford (pictured). ‘The 
blogfest comes at a key time because bloggers 
see that they have a big audience — and now 
they see that it comes a big responsibility.” 

At this key juncture, Crawford said the May 
7 blogfest would be less of a back-patting love- 
fest and more of a work session for bloggers 
to meet colleagues and discuss what’s work- 
ing and what isn’t. 

Brooklyn Blogfest at powerHouse Books [37 
Main St. at Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 666- 
3049], May 7, 7 pm. After party at Galapagos 
Art Space across the street For info, visit www. 
brooklynblogfest.com. — Dustin Seplow 
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Mother’s Day 

May 10th, 2009 at 

MARCO POLO 



Three Course Prix Fixe Dinner: $35.95 • $18.95 per child (under 12) 



Call for Reservations (718) 852-5015 
345 Court Street at Union St. in Carroll Gardens 

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 

All major credit cards accepted • Free valet parking 


WHERE TO 00 


5:30 - 8:30pm every first Thursday of the month. 


1st THURSDAY 

"vj dumbo gallery wale 


EDITORS' PICKS 


FRIDAY 

May 1 


SATURDAY 

May 2 


TUESDAY THURSDAY 

May 7 



son, the Iron Sheik. 
Proceeds will benefit 
soldiers wounded in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

8 pm. "Forgotten 
Championship Wrestling" 
Masonic Temple [317 
Clermont Ave. at Lafayette 

(718) 638-1256]. $30. 






at St. Luke's Church (2 
Washington Ave., 
between DeKalb Avei 
and Willoughby Stree 

of Brooklyn [529 Wave 
Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic 


pe, (718) 638-4400]. tured), the travels of 

a Texas minor league 
team, and the seed- 
ier side of junior 

7:30 pm. "Varsity Letter." 
JLA Studios [63 Pearl St. 
between Water and 
Front streets in DUMBO, 
(718) 797-2554]. Free. 



NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn Arts Exchange [421 Fifth 
Ave. at Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-0018], www.bax.org. 
CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works from 
I atin America. $35 ($20 students). 8 
irgemusic [Fulton Ferry Land- 
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Male call 


“The Merchant of Venice,” William 
Shakespeare’s controversial play about 
love, loss, revenge and Jews is coming to 
Brooklyn for a two-week run. 

In an all-male production that one English 
newspaper dubbed “spot-on in every way,” 
the British company, Propeller, takes the tale 
from the canals of Renaissance Venice to the 
cell blocks of a contemporary prison. 

“This is indeed the most controversial 
Shakespeare play, and [director] Ed Hall 
does not shy away from confronting the re- 
alities in the play,” said BAM Executive Pro- 
ducer Joseph Melillo. 

Almost since it was first staged, around 
1596, the play has garnered controversy over 


its portrayal of Shylock, a Jewish money- 
lender. He has variously been described as 
a vengeful villain, a sympathetic victim, 
and a proud aristocrat — and depictions 
of the Shakespeare’s character have largely 
depended on the atmosphere in which the 
play was staged. 

In Nazi Germany, the play was staged to 
reaffirm anti-Semitic attitudes , but later ren- 
ditions, including a 2004 film version starring 
A1 Pacino, have given context to the charac- 
ter’s disturbing overtones. 

"The Merchant of Venice," May 6-17 
at BAM Harvey Theater [651 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 636- 
4100], Tickets $25-$65. — Evan Gardner 


There Foer 


Author chats — finally! 
— with Brooklyn Paper 


T he greatest writer of his 
generation can elude 
The Brooklyn Paper 
no longer! 

Jonathan Safran Foer, au- 
thor of “Every thing is Illumi- 
nated” and “Extremely Loud 
and Incredibly Close,” who 
has famously dodged all our 
interview requests, finally 
spoke to our reporter at his 
packed reading at PS 107 on 
Wednesday night. 

Revealed! His next book 
will be (audible disappoint- 
ment) nonfiction. 

“It’s coming out Nov. 2 — 
anonfiction book about fac- 
tory farming,” said the resi- 
dent of Second Street. 

We asked if he was kid- 
ding, but apparently, he was 
not. He told us of spending the 
last few years visiting factory 
farms to study the cruel and 
inhuman practices of raising 






195 North 14th St. 

Brooklyn, NY 
IK 716-466-69 71 
www.GenuineMotorworks .com 


Specializing 
in Genuine 
Americana 
Men ' s Style 


Free Limited Edition 
Genuine Motorworks T-Shirt 
with all purchases over $50* 



* While Supplies Last 


Mother’s 
Day 


is May 10th! 

GET HER 
A GIFT 
THAT'S AS 
AMAZING 
AS SHE IS. 

Use code MOMD2009 


& 


Edibl 


ARRANGEMENTS 

601 Lorimer Street 

(Between Skillman Avenue & Conselyea Street) 

718 - 389-0700 


The Greatest! Jonathan 
Safran Foer wowed a 
crowd at PS 107. 

our food. And then we re- 
membered that article two 
years ago in the Forward 
about Foer, who talked about 
the less-than-kosher slaugh- 
terhouse practices he saw at 
some Jewish-owned farms. 

His fact-finding missions 
resulted in the piece, “If this 
is Kosher . . .” that he released 
as an online video. But we al- 
ways knew there was more to 
this story. Indeed, the Forward 
characterized the factory- 
farming book, then in its in- 
fancy, as a “muckraking cross 
between Edward Abbey and a 
modem version of Upton Sin- 
clair’s ‘The Jungle.’” 

Sounds like we’re going 
to have more fun reading it 
than Foer is having writing 
it. After reading two stories 
during his PS 107 appearance 
— one about his grandmoth- 
er’s cooking, the other, a fic- 
tional conversation inspired 
by said grandmother — Foer 
spoke like the reclusive genius 
he is, offering a glimpse into 
his approach and why non- 
fiction, with its need to visit 
farms first-hand, doesn’t re- 
ally fit into it. 

“Writing is rarely about 
knowing,” he said. “Find ways 
to trust the form. Never ask 
questions about your work 
until you’ve made headway. 
In the course of hearing your 
own voice aloud, things be- 
gin to come together.” 

But later, to our reporter, he 
confided that he didn’t enjoy 
writing nonfiction and prob- 
ably won’t do it again.” 

But work he must, with a 
deadline coming up: “What’s 
in store for me?” he asked. 
“Writing is what’s in store 
forme. Being at home . . . and 
trying to write more.” 

— with Kate Emerson 
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May 10, 7:30pm Avery Fisher Hall 

Join the top three high school jazz bands in the 
country with guest soloist Wynton Marsalis and the 
Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra in the culmination 
of the 14th Annual Essentially Ellington High School 
Jazz Band Competition & Festival. 


TICKETS START AT $20! 


Jazz at Lincoln Center Box Office 

Broadway at 60th (Ground Floor) 
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm 
Sun 12pm-6pm 

Avery Fisher Hall Box Office 

Columbus Avenue at 65th 
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm 
Sun 12pm-6pm 


www.jalc.org 

212-721-6500 

CenterCharge 


jcpzz 7 



Follow 



ite M on 


fcuiifcfcer 

twitter.com/rwbubbly 

Stay updated on events, tastings 
and specials in real time! 



Red White & Bubbh 

211 Fifth Avenue 

(between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm fflSfi® 
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CeteOxate 

Ginca de 
Maya! 

Tuesday, May 5 

EXIC ALI 

RESTAURANT 


J&x Mexican 
Cuisine 

Reasonable prices 

FREE DELIVERY! 

Mappy 3iawc 

ALL DAY LONG! 

12 noon to 10:30 pm 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic Avenue 
& Pacific Street) 

(718) 625-7370 

saam 

Sun-Thurs: 12-10:30pm 
Fri & Sat: 1211:30pm 



9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 6 
ics [51 N. First St. between 

in ’ WnLmsbSg! (718) 384- 
6491], www.streb.org. 

THEATER, "THE HIGH 
PRIESTESS OF DARK 
ALLEY": 3 and 8 pm. See 

THEATER, "PLAZA SUITE": 

St. Francis College 
production of Neil Simon 
comedy. $5. 3 pm and 7 


in Brooklyn Heights], www. 

THEATER, "TRIAL BY JURY": 

7 pm. See Friday, May 1. 
THEATER, "NOIR": 7:30 pm. 

See Friday, May 1. 

TRISHA BROWN DANCE 
COMPANY: 7:30 pm. See 

THEATER, "HOW SOON IS 
NOW?": 8 pm. See Friday, 

THEATER, "THE NOSEMAK- 


ER'S APPRENTICE": 8 pm. 
See Friday, May 1. 
THEATER, "IT'S HELL IN 
HERE": 8 pm. See Friday, 

THEATER, "THE WHO'S 
TOMMY": Rock opera. $18 
($14 children and seniors), 
n. Gallery Players [199 


8 pm. Gaik 
14th St., be 


Slope, (212)352-3101], 
galleryplayers.com. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Wo 


Boro^n. n $35 ($20 student! 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (71 8) 624-2083], 





http:// 


For many more Brooklyn Nightlife 
options, see our listings at 

BrooklynPaper.com/Nightlife 


BROOKLYN FLEA: Fr 


1-5 pm. Bishop Loughlin 
smorial High School [357 


Have you thought about improving your smile? 
What are you waiting for? 



Talk to the experts. 
Call to schedule your 
free consultation: 

(212) 998-9700 


NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE of DENTISTRY 
345 East 24th Street 


brooklynflea. 
PLANT SALE: Free. 1C 
pm. [110 Hoyt St. at 
Street in Boerum H 
625-4073]. 


Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.bkcraftcentral.com. 
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 
11 am-6 pm. [129 N. Sixth 



Andrea Bunis 

MANAGEMENT, INC. 


REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT 


NOW SERVING BROOKLYN! 


We’d like to welcome: 

39 Plaza Street 
45 Plaza Street 
60 Plaza Street 
759 President Street 
Seaview Estates Condominium 
We’d love for you to be next! 

Contact Alex Rovan for a free consultation 

212.302.5544 

www.AndreaBunisMgmt.com 


Advertise with The Brooklyn Paper! Call (718) 260-4552 


DUMBO STOOP SALE: Free. 




Designers andjirtists s 


5K RUN/WALK: PTA fund- 
raiser for public elementary 
schools. $15 ($25 per fam- 
ily). 9 am. Bartel Lot [Pros- 
pect Park West and 16th 
Street in Prospect Park], 
www.brooklynpta.org. 
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL: 

220 cherry trees. Live music 
and dance, talks, workshops 

and students). 10 am-6 pm. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623-7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

BROOKLYN WOMEN'S 
RUGBY: New team plays 

Free. Uam^ed Hook ^ 
Park [155 Bay St. at Clinton 
Street in Rea Hook], www. 
brooklynwomensrugby.org. 

SOUTH AFRICAN FREEDOM 
DAY FESTIVAL: L 



anus, (718)643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 
KENTUCKY DERBY PARTY: 
Free. 2-7 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth 

(718) 63£l"4400], www. 

KENTUCKY DERBY PARTY: 


at Roebling Sti 
liamsburg], wv 


om/225n8t 
FIRST SATURDAY: Museum- 
wide night of free music, 
talks, films, family activities 


Heights, (718) 638-5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

READING, CLAIRE HERO, 
SHYA SCANLON, MARK 
TURSI, LILAZEMBORAIN: 

Free. 7 pm. Stain [766 Grand 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

BIRDWATCHING WALK: 7:30 
am. See Saturday, May 2. 

CLINTON HILL HOUSE TOUR: 
See Saturday, May 2. 

GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY 
TROLLEY TOUR: 1 pm. See 
Saturday, May 2. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: 3 pm. See 
Saturday, May 2. 

WILDFLOWER WALK: Free. 

3 pm. Prospect Park 
A 1 1 ‘ r [Enter 


Oceai 


:oln Road and 


. _.k, (718) 287-3400]/www. 

PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "RENT": 2 pm. See 
Friday, May 1 . 

STREB DANCE, "CATAPULT": 
3 pm. See Saturday, May 2. 
THEATER, "PLAZA SUITE": 3 
pm. See Saturday, May 2. 
THEATER, "THE WHO'S 
TOMMY": 3 pm. See Satur- 
day, May 2. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works 
by Haydn, Hindemith and 
Borodin. $35 ($20 students). 
3 pm. BargemugcjFulton 

Street at thelast River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 

THEATER, "THE HIGH PRIEST- 
ESS OF DARK ALLEY": 4 
pm. See Friday, May 1. 
CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works 


Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 
THEATER, "IT'S HELL IN 
HERE": 6 pm. See Friday, 


ay 20th St. at Bath 


rst, (718) 236- 


(718) 907-0963]. 

SALES AND MARKETS 

FLEA MARKET: Free. 9 am-3 
“ “■ ar Center [138 

X 

3312]. 

PS 321 FLEA MARKET: See 
Saturday, May 2. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 
Saturday, May 2. 
BROOKLYN FLEA INDOORS: 
See Saturday, May 2. 
BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET: 
See Saturday, May 2. 
PLANT SALE: See Saturday, 
May 2. 

OTHER 

CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTI- 
VAL: See Saturday, May 2. 
TALK, "HIP HOP, SPIRITUAL- 
ITY AND RELIGION": Free. 

11 am. Brooklyn Society for 
Ethical Culture [53 Prospect 
Park West at Second Street 
in Park Slope, (718)768- 
2972], www.bsec.org. 

PARK SLOPE PORK OFF: All- 
you-can-eat pork fest. Fund- 
raiser for Kamay at Puso, a 

I’ ’i:iono charity. S'- l p . 

Loki Lounge [304 Fifth Ave. 
at Second Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9600]. 

FILM, "STEAMBOAT BILL, 
JR.": Buster Keaton's silent 

rr^^eeHk :3C) U pm .^Brook- 

Id ra n ch* [G ra ncf Ar my P?aza' 
at Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 
BREWERY OPEN HOUSE: 
Barbecue, beer samples 
and brewery tour. RSVP 
requested. $10. 2-8 pm. 
Brooklyn [529 




Hill], 

FILM, "EYES WIDE SHUT": 

career film. $11. 2:45 pm, 

6 pm, 9:15 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 

EVOLUTION FOR CHILDREN: 


Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www. 


READING, COLSON WHITE- 
HEAD: Author of "Sag Har- 
bor." Free. 7 pm. BookCourt 
[163 Court St. be 


w.bookcourtorg. 
READING, EMMANUEL 
GUIBERT: Author of "The 
Photographer: Into War-Torn 
Afghanistan with Doctors 
Without Borders." Free. 7:30 
See 9 DAYS on page 12 



The other night I felt a burning, squeezing feeling in my chest. I thought it 
was heartburn. But it got worse. I started sweating and my chest felt heavy. 

My wife convinced me to go to LICH’s Emergency Room. Thank goodness. 
Turned out I had a blocked artery. 1 D1DN T EVEN KNCW 1 
HAD A HEART PROBLEM! But thanks to LICH’S excellent 
“DOOR TO DOCTOR” time in the ER, I saw a physician 

really quickly. And when it turned out I needed an emergency angioplasty, 

I learned another great phrase: DOOR TO BALLOON time. 

The LICH cardiologist used a “balloon” to open my blocked artery in record 
time - much faster than the state average. 


If you are experiencing pain or pressure in your chest, rapid heartbeats, heartburn, 
extreme weakness or nausea, these may be signs of a serious heart condition. 

Call 911 or go to your closest Emergency Department. 

For a referral to a LICH affiliated physician please call (877) LICH DOC. 

Most insurances accepted. 


Long Island College Hospital of Brooklyn 

339 Hicks Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201 • (877) LICH DOC 


www.lich.org 
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Mother’s scone 

Melissa honors Mom with a sweet treat 


am amomma’s girl. I call my mom 
at least twice a day, and I grab for 
I her hand when we walk down the 
street. We love to do everything to- 
gether: baking, gardening, decorat- 
ing, and planning family dinners. 
She and I are a lot alike, which is 
no surprise, as I was at her hip for 
It's mother's day, so Melissa most of my childhood. And then I 
Murphy made her famous turned 15. 
scones for her mother, Pamela At 15,Ilikedtopretendshedidn’t 
Weil (pictured). exist, and tortured her with my re- 


lentless shenanigans. For three years, 
the only structured time we’d spend 
together was tea time after school. 
It always started out lovely. Mom 
would lay the tea tray with a nice 
steaming pot of Earl Grey, milk and 
sugar, and some cookies or scones 
on the side, freshly baked for my 3 
pm arrival. Some days, I would tol- 
erate her, and answer some of her re- 
lentless questions about my very pri- 
vate 15-year-old-person’s day. Other 
days would be a nightmare — usually 
the same days when my jerky high 
school boyfriend was (surprise!) be- 


ing a jerk. I’d pick awful fights with 
her and put myself in hysterics. On 
those days, she couldn’t do or say 
anything right. 

But still, each day she made tea for 
us, and as difficult as I was, she kept 
the communication open as much as 
possible. I don’t know how she did 
it each day, but I do know why, and 
I thank her for her tenacity. 

As a result, nothing says “Mom” to 
me more than tea and scones. But this 
Mother’s Day, I’ll bake these scones, 
set them out on a tray and promise 


Wild Blueberry Scones with Sweet Lemon Drizzle 


Makes six scones 

FOR THE SCONES 
8 tablespoons (1 stick) cold un- 
salted butter 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt 
1/4 cup sugar 
2 teaspoons freshly grated 
lemon zest 

2/3 cup, plus two tablespoons 
heavy cream 
1 large egg 

1 cup (loosely packed) dried 
wild blueberries 


Preheat the oven to 350 de- 
grees. Line a cookie sheet with 
parchment paper or aluminum 
foil. 

Cut the cold butter into 1/2- 
inch pieces. Keep refrigerated. 

Combine the flour, baking pow- 
der, salt, sugar and zest, ana pulse 
to combine. Add the butter pieces 
and pulse until the size of medium 
peas (at this point, the mixture 
can be stored in the freezer, if 
needed). 

In a medium bowl, whisk to- 
gether the 2/3 cup of heavy cream 


and egg until smooth. Stir in the 
blueberries. Fold the flour mixture 
into the egg mixture to combine; 
the dough should hold together. 
Do not overmix. 

Turn the dough out onto a lightly 
floured work surface and pat into 
a flattened round disk measuring 
seven inches across. Using a sharp 
knife, cut the disk (pie style) into 
six even triangles. Place at least 
two inches apart on the prepared 
cookie sheet. 

Brush the uncooked scones with 
the remaining heavy cream. 

Bake for 30minutes or until lightly 
golden. Remove to a wire rack and 


While scones are baking, make 
the lemon drizzle: Sift the powdered 
sugar into a medium bowl. Whisk 
in the milk and lemon zest. 

When scones cool, drizzle the 
glaze over them, and allow 
for the glaze to set before serv- 

Melissa Murphy is the chef/ 
owner of Sweet Melissa Patisserie 
[175 Seventh Ave., between First 
and Second streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 788-2700; 276 Court St., be- 
tween Butler and Douglass streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 855-3410], 
The shop will be serving a spe- 
cial Mother's Day Brunch, $29.95 
prix fix. For complete menu, visit 
www.sweetmelissapatisserie.com. 
Reservations required. 


Gifts for Mom 

If your mother is like ours, she loves you dearly, despite your faults. But if she’s like 
ours, she won’t accept not getting a gift on Mother’s Day. And, really, is that too much to 
ask (she raised you, you ungrateful cad)? Besides, it’s easy to get Mom (not her real name) 
something she’ll love, thanks to The Brooklyn Paper’s annual gift guide — this time with an 
eye towards the recession. You’ll be ready for Sunday, May 10, in style. — Aisha Gawad 

Tea and crumpets 

Does your mom prefer Earl Grey or 
Chamomile? The custom tea sampler at 
Two For The Pot in Brooklyn Heights al- 
lows you to choose whatever tea blends, 
pots or accessories best fit mom’s tastes. 

Depending on how much you want to 
splurge, the samplers run from under $ 10 
to several times that. 

Two For The Pot [200 Clinton St., 
between Atlantic Avenue and 
State Street, (718) 855-8173] 




Beachy keen 

Has your Mom always dreamed of having a beach house 
to escape to? Bring the beach to her with this recycled sea 
glass bowl, designed to mimic the movement of the ocean 
($36 to $210) at the Brooklyn Museum gift shop. 

Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy., at Washington 
Avenue, (718) 638-5000], closed Mondays and Tuesdays. 


718.832.3313 

park slope chelsea www.sklnwarksny.com 



A bottle of bubbly 

Show Mom how classy you are by 
getting her a bottle of quality cham- 
pagne from Red, White and Bubbly in 
Park Slope. Owner Darrin Siegfried 
recommends Ayala Champagne and 
will feature it as a special on Sat- 
urday, May 3. The wine shop will 
also hold a wine tasting from 2-6 
n on Mother’s Day itself. 
Red, White and Bubbly [211 
Fifth Ave., between Union 
and President street, (718) 
636-9463] 



Eco Mom 

The perfect gift for a mom who likes 
to keep a green home. Pratt alumna Di- 
ane Ruengsom created aline of environ- 
mentally and socially responsible kitch- 
enware designs: sleekcutting boards, salt 
and pepper shakers ($48), and salad bowls 
all made out of recycled materials. 

Pratt Design Incubator for Sustain- 
able Innovation [200 Willoughby Ave., 
near Grand Avenue, (718) 636-3690] 
and Adobe in Williamsburg [179 
Grand St., between Bedford and Dri- 
ggs avenues, (718) 388-5383] 


Crafty Mom 

This floral bag is just one of the 
locally designed items being of- 
fered at the Mother’s Day Craft Fair 
at the Brooklyn Historical Society 
this Saturday and Sunday. 

Brooklyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St., at Clinton Street, 
(718) 222-4111], May 2, 10 am-5 
pm; and May 3, noon-4 pm. 
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We Welcome 
Corporate Accounts 
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71 8-230-81 OO 

www. myrtlecarservice. com . 

• Small Package Delivery • Local And Long Distance Service 
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This is one ‘Crazy’ tour 


S2.00 OFF’ 

Any Ride $25 or More 

Coupon not valid for credit card sales. 

Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code 

*Not to be combined with any other offers. 


$3.00 OFF 

To Any New York Airport 

Coupon not valid for credit card sales. 

Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code 

*Not to be combined with any other offers. 


Enjoy the sights of South 
Brooklyn's mob past 


R ed Hook is going to the 
mattresses — and we’re 
not talking about Ikea. 
A biographer who de- 
tailed the life and death of 
the iconic South Brooklyn 
mobster “Crazy” Joe Gallo 
will lead a May 9 walking 
tour that will highlight the 
gangster’s former haunts 
and hangouts, and remind 
attendees that the now twee 
Columbia Street Waterfront 
District was once the site of 
a bloody Mafia war. 

“When you walk down 
President Street today, it’s 
hard to believe that this is the 
place where the Gallo Gang 
waged a revolution against 
the Mafia,” said Tom Folsom, 
whose book “The Mad Ones: 
Crazy Joe Gallo and the Rev- 
olution at the Edge of the Un- 
derworld,” profiles the rack- 
eteer who was known as a 
cold-blooded killer — and 
a socialite with a penchant 
Camus and Sartre. 

Tm hoping to give people 
a sense of what this neigh- 
borhood was like back in the 
day,” said Folsom, who co- 
wrote the 2007 book, “Mr. 
Untouchable,” with Harlem 
drug lord LeRoy “Nicky” 
Barnes, a heroin dealer who 
befriended Gallo while in 

The tour will bring Mob- 
philes to the block where 
Gallo — who was immortal- 
ized Bob Dylan song “Joey” 
— coined the term “going to 
the mattresses” when he or- 
dered his ramshackle gang 
to hole up in his grandmoth- 
er’s tenement at 5 1 President 
St. between Van Brunt and 



Columbia streets 
for protection in his underdog 
fight against the Profaci fam- 
ily between 1961 and 1963. 

The building that housed 
the “Gallo Headquarters” no 
longer stands, but the walk- 
ing tour will showcase at 
least one landmark that has 
hardly changed since the ce- 
lebrity mobster was famously 
gunned down in Umberto’s 
Clam House in Manhattan 
in 1972. 

The mob excursion will 
include a visit to the Mor- 
gan Room of FG Guido’s 
Funeral Home at the cor- 
ner of Clinton and Carroll 
streets, where Gallo’s sis- 
ter Carmella allegedly pre- 
dicted the coming war be- 
tween the fallen mobster’s 
soldiers and the Colombo 
family when she shrieked: 
“Blood in the streets! The 
streets are going to run red 
with blood, Joey!” 

Crazy Joe Gallo walking 
tour will start at Carroll Park 
(Smith Street between Car- 
roll and President streets 
in Carroll Gardens), May 
9, 1 pm. For reservations, 
call Freebird Books at (718) 
643-8484. 



DIASPORA 



Are you currently 
pregnant or have a baby 
less than 3 months old 
and live in zip code 

11238 or 11207? J< 

our free mommy 
and me program 
for you 
and your 
family. 

Diaspora Healthy Families can help you 
understand what to expect when you’re 
expecting, and with the care of your 
newborn by teaching you about: 

• Sleep Time • Baby Care 
• Educational Activities 
• Prenatal & Postnatal Education & Support 

Call Saleemah, (718) 399-0200 ext.249 

hit. 

healthy families 

iww wwk 



MODERN MOVE-IN CONDITION, PREWIRED OFFICE SPACE IN DUMBO 


Affordable $20 - $25 psf rents. 

Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 


Space Available 

Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505 
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com 


21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY 
13’ CEILINGS 
PLENTIFUL PARKING 
SOME WITH WATER VIEWS 
6’ WINDOWS 

GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 


PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE 


iHBW «* SEftlr/f* 

\ P - RADIO DISPATCH - 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

B00278 24 HOURS 

718 - 596-0688 
718 - 596-0677 
718 - 596-0664 
718 - 596-1532 
718 - 596-1248 
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OUR OPINION 


More 'Super’ questions 


I t’s been barely four weeks since 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency moved to declare the 
Gowanus Canal a federal Super- 
fund site, but that’s enough time 
for hysteria, misinformation and 
defamation to bubble to the sur- 
face of this debate. 

As in past development battles , the 
dearth of information has allowed 
the uninformed to set the agenda 
and control the vocabulary of this 
debate. This is not the way to hash 
out any issue as important as the fu- 
ture of the Gowanus Canal zone. 

So before residents can reach any 
kind of consensus, we need these 
answers: 

How dangerous is the canal? We 

know we wouldn’t want to go swim- 
ming in it, thanks to those noxious 
chemicals in the sediment, but is 
the canal unsafe to be around ? Has 


Too many questions about 
the federal plan to make the 
Gowanus Canal a Superfund 
site remain unanswered. 


the government registered higher 
rates of cancer or illness among cur- 
rent workers and residents? In short, 
does the Gowanus Canal represent 
an actual health threat beyond its 
stinkiness after heavy rains? 

What would be the scale of 
the clean-up? Would this clean- 
up simply ensure a flow of some- 
what cleaner water through the ca- 
nal. Or would it involve dredging the 
entire two miles, disposing of the 
toxic soil, remediating all the brown- 
fields along the canal and then re- 
routing antiquated city sewer lines 
so that raw sewage no longer spills 


into the waterway during heavy rain- 
storms? The difference is would in- 
volve billions of dollars. 

How long would this take? Su- 
perfund clean-ups take decades be- 
cause the search for guilty polluters 
sets into motion years of litigation. 
In the canal zone, this process would 
be complicated because some of 
the canal’s pollution is more than 
a century old. 

And finally, who will pick up 
the tab? Last week, we learned that 
municipalities are often holding the 
bag — which would put city tax- 
payers right where we started. 

The Brooklyn Paper will keep 
fighting for these answers. But in 
the meantime, we would urge both 
sides in the debate to stop vilify- 
ing their opponents when this de- 
bate remains as murky as the ca- 
nal itself. 


May 1,2009 


ALL DRAWN OUT 




LETTERS 


Superfund the superstory on superminds 


To the editor, 

I lived next the Gowanus Canal 
for 10 years — so I’m interested 
in the “Superfund” dustup (“City 
could be holding bag for feds’ Gow- 
anus clean-up,” April 24). The fact 
is the Gowanus area is quite pol- 
luted — besides the sewer overflow 
and the growing underground toxic 
plume, the area was an industrial 
center for around 150 years. 

The Superfund designation fits 
because this is too big a problem to 
be handled piecemeal, lot by lot. 

Why is the area being consid- 
ered for housing at all? Do we 
really want families with young 
children or seniors living in this 
environment? Why not reserve 
it for industry? 

I’m sure there are people in the 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: 

newsroom@cnglocal.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
All letters must be signed and 

and phone number (only the writ- 
er's name and neighborhood are 
published with the letter). Letters 
may be edited and will not be 


Gowanus or Wyckoff Houses who 
would welcome a good-paying, 
blue-color job. Industrial devel- 
opment works — we only have to 
look attheNavy Yard (at 100-per- 
cent capacity) for an example. 

Lastly, I’m sick of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods being bullied by de- 
velopers. If Toll Brothers is black- 
mailing us now, how good a clean- 
up are they going to do when their 
dollars are on the line? 

Peter Levin son, 
Windsor Terrace 


To the editor, 

We think that the Superfund 
designation is the best thing that 
has ever happened to our neigh- 
borhood. 

The canal, the contaminated 
result of many decades of abuse 
by pollutants and polluters alike, 
is nothing short of a major pub- 
lic health hazard. It is an abso- 
lutely appalling, environmental 
disgrace, an open sewer in one of 
the greatest cities in the world. 

For a very long time, we have 
been told by elected and civic 
leaders that the only way to get 
the canal clean was to develop 
it for residential housing. But, 
there was never any explanation 
of which mechanism would be 
put into place exactly to make 


this happen. 

Placement on the Superfund 
list appears to be the best, indeed, 
the only mechanism by which the 
required thorough, comprehen- 
sive remediation can be achieved. 
The word “comprehensive” is by 
far the most important aspect of 
what Superfund status offers us 
as a community. 

There has been a great deal of 
press about how Toll Brothers has 
expressed its reluctance to con- 
tinue with its project if the canal 
is indeed made a Superfund site 
because such a status would stig- 
matize the area and make it im- 
possible to market apartments. 

But any sighted, living creature 
only has to take abrief glimpse at 
the canal, even on its best day, to 
see that there is something terri- 
bly wrong with it. 

Some have said that Superfund 
supporters are really just anti-de- 
velopment factions in disguise. 
This is utter nonsense. We are for 
the Superfund designation. We are 
not anti-any development — but 
we are against placing densely 
populated developments on quasi- 
remediated sites. We believe that 
a comprehensive clean-up should 
come before any development. 

The federal involvement in this 
process gives us a much more se- 


cure feeling that the remediation 
will not only be done properly, 
but, will be vigilantly monitored 

We are not concerned about the 
length of time this process will 
take. It is too important to rush. 
We are not at all concerned about 
our property values. The ultimate 
goal here is a clean, healthy ca- 
nal and waterfront area. 

Once accomplished, all in prox- 
imity are lifted in value and more 
important, by the healthier envi- 
ronment. 

Lucy DeCarlo, Rita Miller, 
and Triada Samaras, 
Carroll Cardens 

Lard ask 

To the editor, 

I’m a native of Carroll Gar- 
dens living in London, where, 
this Easter, as tradition dictates, 
I made my late mother’s recipe 
for lard bread because lard bread 
doesn’t exist in the United King- 
dom (“Lard and clear: Caputo’s 
bread the talk of Iraq,” The Brook- 
lyn Angle, April 24). 

Reading your article made my 
mouth water! Vito Gentile, 
London, England 


Gym neighbors 

To the editor, 

I want to clarify a few points 
in your story about St. Joseph’s 
College’s plans for a new field- 
house (“Gym-Nauseam,” April 
24) that I think are confusing: 

1. The Society for Clinton Hill 
has not yet taken a position on the 
proposal. 

2. Sister Elizabeth, president of 
St. Joseph’s College, made a pre- 
sentation at our March meeting 
about the proposed gym. She took 
a number of very intense ques- 
tions. At the end of the session, 
she stated that the college would 
consider the many questions and 
issues raised at the meeting. 

3. In the following week, the 
college postponed its presentation 
to the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission, and we assumed it 
was for the purpose of additional 
study of the location, design, and 
financing of the gym. 

4. As an organization, we felt 
this was positive and that we and 
probably others would want to wait 
before making any decisions un- 
til a final design was presented. 

Sharon Barnes, Clinton Hill 
The writer is a board member 
of the Society for Clinton Hill. 


To the editor, 

I’m going to fight St. Joseph’s 
College’s horrible basketball 
arena on Clinton Avenue tooth 
and nail. 

St. Joseph’s can do a great small 
building on Vanderbilt Avenue 
(where they have huge empty park- 
ing lots) and still give the students 
what they need. They MUST un- 
derstand that the new building 
should enhance the campus, not 
destroy it. 

It’s a good idea located in the 
wrong spot. There are lots of ma- 
ture trees, beautiful historic houses, 
it would be just such a bad idea. 

Dana Laudani, Clinton Hill 

Circus freaks 

To the editor, 

Coney Island will welcome an- 
imal cruelty this summer as Ring- 
ling Brothers brings elephants and 
other animals who travel long dis- 
tances in rail cars, suffer from bore- 
dom and are forced to “perform” 
for our entertainment (“The circus 
IS coming to town!” April 24). 

The rest of the time they are 
in chains. Wayne Johnson, 
Brooklyn Heights 


People power 

To the editor, 

The Brooklyn Paper’s Politi- 
crasher columnist recently cov- 
ered a candidate’s forum in which 
he described one of my comments 
as radical (“Candidates to succeed 
Yassky yawn it out in Brooklyn 
Heights, April 24). 

Touche. I heard the writer 
loud and clear as his point is well 

Here is my revised position on 
my proposal to give community 
board’s “veto power” over land- 

• Let’s give borough presidents 
a veto power over rezoning and 
eminent domain that triggers a 
mandated referendum in affected 
Council districts. 

• And when community boards 
reject a rezoning and a use of em- 
inent domain by a two-thirds ma- 
jority, the same kind of referen- 
dum should also be triggered. 

Land-use and rezoning are big is- 
sues. Let’s let democracy decide! 

Doug Biviano, 
Brooklyn Heights 
The writer is a candidate for 
the City Council seat currently 
occupied by David Yassky (D- 
Brooklyn Heights). 


Aged porterhouse 
and napkins for 
the drool. 


quality meats & more 


BrooklynFare.com 


A new independent grocery store in Downtown Brooklyn. 
Now open at the corner of Hoyt & Schermerhorn. 
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Oh bee-have! Puppet show a hit 


1 s there any artistic theme 
more shopworn than the 
L admonition to be careful 
what you wish for? 

It’s been a wellspring for 
artists since the cave paint- 


Dooley 

i# Noted 


— but yearning 
for the wrong 
things can be 
suffocating. 

Lastly, I 
would be i 



SSfE What is a good mother? 
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Physically active, nature 
oriented & outdoors every day! 



DAILY TRIPS 


Ages 4% - 11 
Flexible Schedule 
3, 4, 5 or 6 Week Sessions 
3, 4 or 5 Days a Week 
Early Drop Off & 
Late Pick Up Available 

Located in Park Slope 
(718) 768-6419 

www. KimsKidsCamp.com 


anyone, especially a post- 
partum woman. 

I n 1997, the year that 
the Oh So Feisty One 
was born, the work of 
Dr. Sears was very much in 
vogue. For Smartmom, it felt 
like a non-stop race to make 
it in the attachment sweep- 
stakes. This was five years 
after Teen Spirit’s birth, and 
it felt like a different era in 
terms of parenting styles. 
There was pressure to breast- 
feed 24-7. There were moms 
who thought that if they didn’t 
carry their kid around in one 
of those weird sling things, 
their child would be psycho- 
logically damaged. And those 
slings were so complicated 
that Boing Boing offered spe- 
cial workshops to teach par- 
ents how to use them so that 
they could wear their babies 
like a baby kangaroo. 

Smartmom pushed OSFO 
around in a Maclaren stroller 


The mommy group would 
sometimes reduce Smartmom 
to feelings of inadequacy. 
She remembers being jeal- 
ous of one mom who made 
her own baby food; the one 
who was teaching her child 
sign language; and another 
one who was still breast-feed- 
ing past the 18-month mark. 
These were the signposts that 
Smartmom measured herself 
by. 

And she often fell short. 

A t home, Smartmom 
felt guilty when she 
wanted to check her 
e-mail or do some writing in 
the dining room. But OSFO 
took care of that. She learned 
early on how to turn the com- 
puter off. Smartmom discov- 
ered that in order to get some 
writing done, she could put 
OSFO in the kitchen sink, 
where she loved to play with 
small plastic bowls in the bub- 
ble bath. 


I n the final analysis, good 
mothering is about lov- 
ing your children, talk- 
ing to them and listening to 
what they have to say. It’s 
also about teaching them to 
be happy, creative people who 
care about others and are in 

about figuring c 
for you and not focusing too 
much on the way other peo- 
ple live their lives. 

Now, at age 12, OSFO is 
too big for the kitchen sink 
now. But she and Smart- 
mom do spend an inordi- 
nate amount of time in the 
same room engaged in par- 
allel play: reading, working 
on the computer, watching 
TV. Sometimes they even 
talk. And sometimes, when 
Smartmom is very lucky, they 
even hug. 

And Smartmom likes those 
times best of all. 


FAMILY CALENDAR 



Puppetworks finally has a new show, "Alad- 
din," which runs on Saturday and Sunday. 


FRI, MAY 1 

9:30-11:30 am: BAX 

' lays. Dance a 
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Free Family Fun 
at Onion Temple 

KINDER KEF 

Sunday, May 17, 10 am to 12 noon 

Have fun, sing, make some art and 
learn about Jewish holidays. 

For kids 4-6 FREE 


TOT SHABBAT 

Saturday, May 16, 11:15 am to 12:15 pm 

Plus lots more for the whole family! 
Go to www.UnionTemple.org 


Union Temple 


17 Eastern Parkway 


(718) 638-7600 
www.UnionTemple.org 
UnionTemple@UnionTemple.org 



Our Camp 

• Variety of programs 
campers ages 3 1/2 

• Safe, fun, stimulatin 
environment 

• Stable, talented and 


accomodating hours 


open hou/e date/ 


ig transportation 

le Brooklyn 

Sundays, April 26 & May 17 

339 Eighth Street 

.. available from most other at sixth Avenue 

;taff Brooklyn locations *-Jy40 Presentations begin 

i • Established 1992 pacti<si°p&" 2pm * 3pm - 

nd Contact Us Vft/ /priNd 


r.parkslopedaycamp.corr 


MW CdMP 


April 9-10 & 13-17 

7 days of trips & activities 
based in Park Slope. 


718 788-PSDC (7732) • www.parkslopedaycamp.com 


SUMMER AT 

Jiuggs 

DAY SCHOOL, INC. 


COME JOIN IN THE FUN 





’ Music & Movement 
’ Gym Facilities 
• Art Projects 


Water Play 
Sprinklers 
Large Outdoor Yard 
Spacious Classrooms 

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 - 5 years old 

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days. 


763 President St. 718-230-5255 
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Another ‘Flea’ for all 


Brooklyn Flea opens third location 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The popular Brooklyn Flea will 
open a summer home — its third — 
inside the troubled Brooklyn Bridge 
Park site starting in June. 

The curated crafts, vintage cloth- 
ing and antiques market will operate 
on Sundays starting June 14 beneath 



opment, which is finally being built, 
though only partially, after decades 
of promises. The first permanent sec- 
tions of the park, at Pier 1, adjacent to 
the plaza, and Pier 6, at the foot of At- 
lantic Avenue, are scheduled to open 
by the end of this year. 

“With the Brooklyn Flea located 
under the iconic Brooklyn Bridge, I 
have no doubt it will continue to build 




k Art Deco Pur- 


chase Building to make way for the 
proposed piazza, only to lose control 
of the site to its actual owner, the city 
Department of Transportation, which 
says the tract is needed as a staging 
area to overdue repairs to the historic 

And Butler’s decision to site a new 
flea market on the ashes of the Purchase 
Building is not without some irony: But- 
ler’s blog regularly lamented the demo- 
lition of the Depression-era structure. 
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Real Estate • Merchandise • Employment 
Religious Services • Family • Public Notices 
Home Improvement • Professional Services 


The Brooklyn Classifieds 


May 1, 2009 
Call (718) 260-2588 
BPCIassified@cnglocal.com 


AWARD WINNING /LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 
■Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Dept, of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St, B'klyn NY11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


Carpentry Plus 


Dependable with references 

Kevin (718) 331-9251 


RihiftiiH Kmc 


m Made Wooden 


Cabinets, Bookcases, 
Shelves & Closet Interiors 
Turn an ugly radiator 


(718) 374-4594 


NEW HEIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION, LLC. 

Siding, Windows, Roofing, Kitchens, 
Baths, Basements, Concrete, Fences, 
Decks, Doors, Awnings, Patio 



RENOVATION 


Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 
View previous projects @ 


Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc 

licensed & insured 

FREE 

interior design 


718-923-2893 

agaudioso@nyc.rr.com 
for a free estimate 


Chris Mullins 

CJM CONTRACTING, INC. 

Roofing • Bathrooms 
Kitchens • Carpentry 


Brickwork • Dormers 
Extensions • Windows 
Waterproofing 


Comp. Disability & Liability 


Fully Licensed & Insured HIC Lie #1261120 
Free Estimate HIS Lie #1261117 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK: 


Roofing • Basements • Brick Cleaning 
Pointing • Stucco • Waterproofing 
Stoops * Sidewalks • Gutters • Kitchens 
Bathrooms • Brownstone Repair 
Carpentry .Plastering -Tiling 
Cement Work .Fencing* Siding 
Deck • Sheetrock • Brick Work 
Wallpaper -Painting (Inti Ext) 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


K&M ELECTRIC 
SERVICES 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 



CARPET CLEANING 

10% Off Cleaning! 

Residential & commercial. Pmfeslonal wall-to-wall 
carpet & rug handwashing, steam cleaning, & 
repair services. Pickup and delivery available. 


BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE 

443 Atlantic Ave - Boerum Hill Open 7 Days 

718-855-2794 bettercarpetwarehouse.com 


Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 



EAGLE ^CONTRACTORS 


ENERAL RENOVATION 
★ Interior & Exterior ★ 

Carpentry ■ New Additions ■ Kitchens 
Jathrooms ■ Painting ■ Plastering ■ Pointing 
Pi ■ Stucco ■ Roofing ■ Waterproofing ^ 
■ Brick & Concrete Work 

FREE ESTIMATES , 

www.eaglecontractor.com 


(718) 686-1100 



DECKS 

by Bart 


F • GARDEN • TERRACE 


We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 2 84-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


DecksByBartNY C.coi 


USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL .COMMERCIAL 
"Safest Methods Used" 

■termite -flea Control -toadies 
■tats -led logs -Wasps -Ms 
■Bats -Hornets -licks- Sees ■ Indent 
hoofing ■ Sguinels ■ fetmite Inspections 

FHA, VA Inspections 

TERMITE EXPERTS 

718-832-0900 

Senior Citizen Discount • $15 OFF Any Initial Visit 



Residential & 

Commercial 
Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 
COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 
Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs ^ 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

TRAPPING M 
Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 
LICENSED & INSURED 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 
Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 


c&c 

Landscaping 

Design • Installation • Maintenance 

718-922-2900 


Garden Service 
Annuals, perrennials, installations, 
maintenance, general dean-up, 
Brownstone, Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 
Your Complete Gardener - Marilyn Manning 

718-753-9741 



479 Atlantic Ave 
(718) 554-0207 
www.gardendig.com 


JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

(718)788-2159 


lhe ($4RDENER 

y 718/499-8285 


PRUNING - ANNUALS - PERENNIALS 



D&G Handyman 

Repairs of all kinds 
BIG & small 

Save $$ over a high 
Priced Contractor 
Call : 718 788-1604 

www.DGHandyman.com 

KBM Handyman Services 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Baby, it's cold 

INSIDE! 

IF YOUR HOUSE: 

• Feels drafty iHajLMitorN 

• Has varying room temperatures 

• Costs too much to heat or cool 

please call us today for a 
Home Energy Assessment. 

Air Seal Insulation Systems 
Foam Insulation Specialists 
718.821.6800 • www.airsealis.c 
Call today for your free brochure! 




; Electrically Cleaned - High Pres so 

( 718 ) 256-6630 


1973 63rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11204 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 



Affordable & Hassle-Free 

Same Day 
Clean Up! 


Basement • Attics • Yards • Demolition 
Containers Available (10-40 Yards) 

Save the Planet. Recycle, www.gregsexpress.cor 

1-800 Mr. Rubbish™ 

‘America’s GREEN Rubbish Team’ 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


MOVERS-UCENSED 




We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Prompt" Cordial 

TOP HAT MOVERS ^ 

145 Park Place, Brooklyn, NY 11217 

718-965-0214 *718-622-0377 
212-722-3390 A33 _o; 


Experienced & Reliable. 
2149 E. 72nd. St DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


MOVING SUPPLIES 


BEST SHIPPING RATES 

UPS- FEDEX -USPS 

Internet Access • Notary 
Faxing • Mailbox Rental 
Scanning ■ Passport Photos 
Instant Digital Photo Printing 

SHIPPERS EXPRESS 

41 Schermerhorn St. @ Court St. 


Master Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, 
Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

(718) 834-0470 


To Advertise 
In Our 
Classifieds 
Call 

718 - 260-2588 


CertoPm Painters 

the color of certainty. 

Free Color 
Consultation 


CertaPro Painters 

agaudioso@certapro.com 
718-923-2892 



Fine Finish Skimcoats 
Painting 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
» E Plumbing H ■ 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


718-646-4540 


BENSON ROOFING 

Home Improvement ■ Specializing in Roofs 
Rubberized Roof - SBS Cold Process . Shingle Roofs 
New Roofs ■ Gutters ■ lenders ■ Skylights Roofing • 
Repair • Woterproofing • Free Estimates 
All Work Guaranteed - Fully Insured - tic 1 1 5908 
1 747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11 223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


H&J 


Flat roof ♦ Rubber roof 
Sky lights ♦ Shingles 
Leaders ♦ Gutters 

Residential 


(718) 844-8448 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


1 LOOKING TO BUY 


Greg’s Express 
\V Rubbish Removal 



EVERGREEN TREE 
& SHRUB INC. 

Tree removal 
Pruning 
Trimming 
Stump Removal 
Yard Clean Up 
24 Hour Emergency Service 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
All 5 Boros 

CallCarlos:71 8-775-2243 

www.evergreentreeshrubinc.com 



ft 


(718) 263-8383 


B 


QUALITY 

REPLACEMENT 

WINDOWS & REPAIRS 
Repair ALL TYPES of 
windows, insulated glass, 

I balances, locks and screens. 


REAL ESTATE 


AGENTS 
AND BROKERS 


at No Cost 

Unique European Clientele 
Multilingual Agents 

Sarnia (718) 788-0178 


RENTERS 
HAVE RIGHTS 


Landlord, handyman, or 
maybe previous tenants? 

BuddyOnTheDoor.cor 


ASSISTED LIVING 


EH3 ^y/a/d/<r)7iorm 




Island Shores is a place you can call 
home at a price you can afford. 


OPEN HOUSE 

SUN. APRIL 26TH 12-4PM 


At Island Shores, you will enjoy: 

• Fully furnished Studios and Suites 
with Daily Housekeeping 

■ Cable Television • Three Gourmet Meals 

> A Complete Library of Books and Periodicals 

■ A Healthy Living Exercise Center 

• A Mini-Theatre with 
Daily Shows 

• Computers with 
Internet Access 

• Plus Planned Trips, 

Walking Tours 
and so much more! 

Senior Living at $70 a Day 

Call today for a tour! 



1111 Father Capodanno Blvd. 

Staten Island, New York 10306 

718-667-0666 

www.islandshores.org 


HOUSES FOR SALE ELSEWHERE 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love' 

Maplewood * South Orange * NJ 

• 29 Minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 
www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 
for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by the Community Coalition. 



SALT... 

Continued from page 1 
stances, like cyanide. 

The pile had been covered by a tarpaulin until last Thurs- 
day, when American Stevedoring removed it and began 
receiving sodium shipments, roughly doubling the size of 

On gusty days, residents complain of whiteout condi- 
tions from salt blowing across Columbia Street and leaving 
a thin, brimey coating on cars, plants and even in apart- 
ments several blocks away. 

Last Friday was just such a day, when high winds blew 
billions of salt granules across the neighborhood. 

“I was pelted with salt. It was blowing around every- 
where,” said Brian McCormick, a Kane Street resident, 
after he arrived home from work that evening. “It’s a man- 
made disaster. Everything is covered with dust.” 

McCormick said that almost every surface inside his 
home, one block east of the piers, was covered with the 
grainy additive. 

American Stevedoring did not return several requests 
for i 


CRASHER... 

Continued from page 2 

• Josh Skaller, an IT guy and Democratic clubhouse reg- 
ular, reiterated his campaign promise, which rival Brad 
Lander has also adopted , to not accept campaign donations 
from real-estate developers, because “developer money con- 
trols politics in New York City.” 

For Lander, the director of the Pratt Center for Com- 
munity Development and considered one of the front-run- 
ners to win the race, it was a quiet day — but maybe even 
a harmful one. 

He was informed on all the issues, but his delicate dance 
around the Superfund designation irritated some people. 
More than one person confided to the Politicrasher that 
Lander wouldn’t get their votes because, like Zuckerman 
and Heyer, he’s supporting DeBlasio, who supports the 
Toll Brothers development along the Gowanus, in his run 
for public advocate. 

And in some circles of Carroll Gardens, DeBlasio is per- 
sona non grata, because of his alleged coziness with de- 
velopers. Never mind that he wins plaudits almost every- 
where on education. 

Oh yeah, wouldn’t you know — there weren’t any ques- 
tions about education! 

Tough crowd. Dazzle-free forum. Blame the organizers, 


FLOCK... 


in disrepair and is too hazardous for the sil 


Continued from page 1 
her name is familiar, it’s because she 
was Ralph Nader’s running mate in 

the 1996 presidential race.) _ _ | 

The feud goes back to 2003^David the sidewalk and a public parking lot trepreneurial development i 
< ' i 2007, has been resolved. 


shuttingthechurchandappointedapas- wanted to shut down Bethlehem Lu- 
zith the Synod leadership. theran Church to sell the property for 


“They pay their own way and hold bers last year. 


Lawsuits and countersuits followed. 

Events boiled quietly over in early Jan- back to keep' their flock 
uary when the Synod changed the locks “Thr " ' 

on the church, driving the small con- their ov 
gregation to hold its services at Zion ingaboutthe$160, 000 budget thei 
German Evangelical Lutheran Church gregation ran on in 2008. 
in Brooklyn Heights. 

The Synod claims the building 


neigh- 
borhood with artists and small offices. 
David and Tillinghast said the Synod We want the church to be a hub.” 

" ' ' ' T And she and her plans, known as the 

-called “Vision,” have not had the 
handsome profit, but they’ve fought full support of congregation, which is 


down to about two dozen voting m 


l services,” David said, talk- 


i the Metropolitan New 
York Synod would consent to be quoted 
for this article. 

Perhaps a higher power will have 
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•y» W'LLIO/y 

people in America 

EXPERIENCE 

INCONTINENCE. 

What many of them don’t know is that it’s a real 
medical condition that can really be treated. 


Urological conditions like incontinence are more than just bladder problems, they’re life-affecting issues that 13 million Americans 
have had to face. Dr. Ridwan Shabsigh and his expert team at The Urology Institute of Greater New York are highly trained and 
experienced in the diagnosis and treatment of urinary incontinence. The Maimonides Medical Center team 
offers treatments ranging from non-invasive, like special exercises and biofeedback, to surgical procedures. 
But no matter the procedure, you can be sure to expect a dedicated urology team with access to state-of- 
the-art technology. And, all of this can be found right here in Brooklyn. 



Medical Center 


The Urology Institute of Greater New York 
Helping people regain control. 


For more information, visit maimonidesmed.org/urology or call (718) 283-7770. 


